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shared with Germany represented 
€15.1 million out of a PRCI budget 
of €26.4 million. Encouraging the 
emergence of high-level international 
teams in all scientific fields, these coo-
perative relationships are ANR’s main 
means of support for the constitution 
of borderless research areas.

This is also the case for the ORA (Open 
Research Area) cooperation between 
Germany, France, the Netherlands 
and the UK, and the French-Ger-
man FRAL programme, which issues 
annual calls open to all areas of the 
social sciences and humanities.

Promoting scientific cooperation 
in Europe and worldwide

One of ANR’s missions is to “strengthen scientific cooperation across Europe and worldwide by 
coordinating its Work Programme with European and international initiatives”. ANR has continuously 
developed its transnational activity with specific initiatives and instruments and through its involvement 
in various discussion and planning bodies. It has thus become a major player in the construction of 
the European Research Area (ERA) and occupies a growing role on the international stage. ANR has 
co-funded 2,226 transnational projects with its counterpart agencies in other countries across all 
scientific fields since 2006. In 2018, it devoted a budget of over €73 million to co-funding French teams on 
281 transnational projects, 80% of them arranged through European partnerships.

CONSTRUCTING THE EUROPEAN 
RESEARCH AREA: A PRIORITY

ANR contributes actively to the 
construction of the European 
Research Area (ERA). It works with 
other European project-based fun-
ding agencies to develop actions, 
programmes and calls for proposals 
that complete and reinforce the 
initiatives conducted through the 
European Framework Programme for 
Research and Innovation (FPRI) for 
the best possible coordination with 
existing funding provision within the 
European Union.

Often implemented through Euro-
pean public-public partnerships 
(P2Ps) such as ERA-NET Cofund or 
Article 185 or joint programming 
initiatives (JPIs), these programmes 
and their transnational calls are 
conceived for the long term, with 
a multi-year planning approach. In 
2018, the Agency launched 24 calls 
for proposals of this type, covering a 
wide variety of scientific fields.

Some of these initiatives concern 
societal challenges of supra-national 
importance. In line with the United 
Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and the Societal 
Challenges of the FPRI, they coordi-
nate research efforts to provide joint 
responses to global challenges that 
cannot be addressed solely at national 
level, such as climate, water resource 
management, sustainable agriculture, 

DRIVING THE EMERGENCE OF 
TRANSNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC 
PARTNERSHIPS FOR EXCELLENCE

ANR reinforces the partnership 
dynamic between high-level French 
researchers and foreign scientific 
communities in areas identified as 
strategic priorities by the French 
government and its partners.

In Europe, for example, it shares 
bilateral agreements with Germany, 
France’s leading partner. The calls for 
proposals launched in 2018 on the 
themes “Conversion and storage of 
energy from renewable sources” and 
“Smart energy grids” represented a 
total amount of €14 million, with half 
allocated by each country. 

Outside Europe, following the signa-
ture of a framework agreement 
between ANR and the Japanese 

demographic change, neurodegenera-
tive diseases and antibiotic resistance.

In this context, France is involved in 
ten Joint Programming Initiatives 
(JPIs). These European networks, led 
by member states, were established 
in 2008. Each JPI defines a shared 
strategic agenda for research and 
innovation in its area of interest 
and can launch multilateral calls for 
proposals. These initiatives are a 
means of combining and coordinating 
national research policies with EU 
policy around major societal challen-
ges and increasing the international 
visibility of European research. ANR 
represents the French position on 
the governing bodies of these JPIs. It 
chairs and co-chairs the Water and 
FACCE JPIs respectively.

Science policies in Europe  
and the wider world
ANR is involved in international bodies dedicated to science policy such as Science Europe and the 
Global Research Council (GRC). These two groupings of organisations and research funding agencies, one 
European and the other global, are forums for discussion and for defining common principles for action. They 
are a means for the European and international funding bodies represented to take joint positions and issue 
declarations. The agencies can thus collectively influence the direction of science policy, particularly the 
planning of the European Framework Programme for Research and Innovation, and promote fundamental 
principles such as freedom of research and scientific review, scientific integrity, open access, open science 
and diversity.

The Agency contributes to the 
PRIMA programme, a partnership 
for research and innovation in the 
Mediterranean region focusing on 
the problems of sustainable agricul-
ture, irrigation and water treatment. 
The programme helps to implement 
Euro-Mediterranean research policy. 
It has a budget of €494 million over 
ten years (including €40 million com-
mitted by France), funded equally 
by national agencies and the Euro-
pean Commission. The first call was 
launched in 2018.

Other transnational programmes 
and calls aim to pool technologies 
and resources, including in emer-
ging or under-developed research 
areas, to provide a critical mass of 
data and skills and share research 
and its costs. These initiatives 
thus promote and accelerate the 
development of knowledge and 
innovation in fields such as quantum 
technology, graphene, rare diseases, 
neuroscience, personalised medicine, 
biotechnology and sustainable urban 
planning.
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science and technology agency (JST) 
as part of Japan’s CREST research 
programme, collaborations between 
France and Japan were initiated in 
2018 in the form of two specific joint 
CREST/ANR calls on the themes of 
Quantum Technologies and Symbiotic 
Interaction. This collaboration will be 
renewed every year.

The PRCI instrument of the Generic 
Call for Proposals (see p. 28) enables 
long-term bilateral relationships to be 
formed with scientific communities 
in Europe and beyond. In 2018, ANR 
had agreements with ten agencies 
through this instrument and funded 
nearly 100 projects with Germany, 
Austria, Switzerland, Luxembourg, 
Brazil, Taiwan, Singapore, Hong Kong 
and Turkey. A priority in the 2018 
Work Programme, the projects 

2,226  
 TRANSNATIONAL 

PROJECTS CO-FUNDED  
with counterpart agencies 
in other countries across  

all scientific fields  
since 2006



ANR - 2018 ANNUAL REPORT

38 39

2 Advancing research in all its diversity

The Agency is also a member of the 
Belmont Forum. This transnational 
grouping of research funding agencies 
from all five continents was created 
in 2009. It relies on international 
science communities (Future Earth) 
to promote transdisciplinary research 
on a global scale, focusing particularly 
on the environment, climate change 
and the mitigation of its effects. The 
members of the Belmont Forum have 
jointly launched one or two calls for 
proposals a year since 2012. ANR, 
which hosted the Belmont Forum 
secretariat from 2015 to 2018, was 
a driving force in setting up its activi-
ties. It has taken part in 12 of its calls 
for proposals, enabling the funding of 
over 80 French researchers involved 
in 37 collaborative research projects 
for a total of €11 million. In all, the 
Belmont Forum has enabled colla-
boration between researchers and 
stakeholders from 35 countries on 
five continents.

The ten years of cooperation between ANR and 
the Taiwanese Ministry of Science and Technology 
(MOST) were celebrated on 14th September 2018 at the 
France-Taiwan science festival. This long-term bilateral 
partnership, covering all areas of research, has led to the 
co-funding of 69 PRCI projects involving 230 partner 
teams.
At the same event, the French Academy of Sciences 
commemorated 20 years of the French-Taiwanese Prize, 
which it created with MOST. The 2018 winner was a 
project co-funded by ANR. This cooperation with Taiwan, 
built on excellence, is part of a broader context of bilateral 
collaboration agreements signed with Asian countries 
since 2007, including India, South Korea, Japan, China and 
Hong Kong

offers a budgetary allocation of up to 
€200,000 for project coordinators 
attached to French public research 
institutions who have not been selec-
ted by the ERC but have still received 
an A rating. It helps them start their 
research project as quickly as possible 
so they can apply again with a greater 
chance of success.

The MRSEI (Setting up European or 
International Scientific Networks) 
tool aims to support the creation and 

French coordination of an internatio-
nal scientific network with recognition 
in fields that have significant strategic, 
economic, technological or societal 
impact with a view to applications for 
all the collaborative programmes in 
the European Framework Programme 
for Research and Innovation, Horizon 
2020. In 2018, 45 networks out of 91 
were selected for funding, a success 
rate of 49.5%. Each project receives a 
grant of up to €30k to help establish a 
network. 

The POLAR project (POLice and ARchaeologists against the trade in cultural artefacts) 
emerged from the CNRS call for proposals for research on terrorist attacks in 2015. Faced with 
the growth in pillaging and trading in cultural goods, including the “blood artefacts” exported 
from the Middle East, archaeologists, the police and players in the art market decided to 
pool their knowledge and skills. The interdisciplinary network’s project was granted an ANR 

MRSEI funding in 2018, supporting 
it to grow transnationally and secure 
an H2020 funding of about €1.5 
million over two years in 2019 under 
the acronym NETCHER (NETwork 
and digital platform for Cultural 
Heritage Enhancing and Rebuilding).

ANR’s support for this original network was decisive,” 
summarises Patrick Laclémence, coordinator of the 
POLAR MRSEI project and director of the research centre 
at France’s National Police College (ENSP). ANR helped 
us identify the best European call for our project. We then 
received support to consolidate our European consortium 
involving the police’s central cultural heritage office, ENSP 
and the Maison de l’Orient et de la Méditerranée.

success story

The POLAR project,  
from MRSEI to H2020

“

“
”

”
We then had very little time to set up a huge European programme,” 
continues Véronique Chankowski, professor of Greek history at the 
University of Lyon 2, director of the HiSoMA laboratory until 2018 
and coordinator of the NETCHER project. “Thanks to the MRSEI 
grant, we were able to bring our disciplines together, draw on the 
services of a firm specialising in preparing H2020 projects and deploy 
the network concept on a European scale.
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REINFORCING THE 
PARTICIPATION OF FRENCH 
TEAMS IN EUROPEAN CALLS FOR 
PROPOSALS

To strengthen the leadership of 
French researchers when applying to 
the European calls as project coordi-
nator and to foster their participation 
in the Framework Programme for 
Research and Innovation, ANR has 
set up two mechanisms, Spring-
board-ERC and MRSEI.

The Springboard-ERC (T-ERC) ins-
trument encourages young talents to 
apply for European Research Council 
(ERC) calls for proposals. A European 
Union research funding instrument, 
ERC supports advanced exploratory 
research based on original, innova-
tive approaches at the initiative of 
researchers. ANR’s T-ERC instrument 
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