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2 Advancing research in all its diversity

The programme to support the 
creation of shared laboratories 
(LabCom) is designed for collabora-
tions between research institutions 
and companies with fewer than 5,000 
employees (VSEs, SMEs and MSEs). 

139 LabComs were financed 
between 2013 and 2018, with an 
average selection rate of 20.93% 
and two or three selection ses-
sions a year.

ANR funds the public research body 
to the tune of €300,000 over 36 
months. This system was presented 

1  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xb6wdDzqtIg

The story of LERAM, the laboratory for the study of the rheology and adhesion of adhesives 
for medical applications, tells of the long-lasting complementary relationship between a 
public research team and a mid-sized French company. In 2013, when ANR launched its first 
LabCom call for proposals, the Urgo group was beginning a collaboration with the polymers 
team at the IPREM mixed research unit (University of Pau and the Pays de l’Adour/CNRS). 

The team had research expertise in 
the creation of polymer materials, 
particularly for adhesion to skin. 
Identifying many common areas of 
interest, the two sides conceived 
LERAM, which was selected for 
LabCom 2013 and received a 
LabCom Consolidation extension 
in 2018. The agreement between 
Urgo, CNRS and UPPA was renewed 
until 2022.

LabCom makes it possible to unite two cultures, bringing 
out new ideas,” explains Christophe Derail, the LERAM 
coordinator. “The spirit of LabCom is to release each 
partner’s potential. This synergy has generated knowledge, 
and a patent submitted in 2018 for a technique to measure 
adhesion that could ultimately be introduced directly to 
an industrial production line. Urgo is planning to sign an 
operating licence with our academic sponsors. A new 
adhesive formulation has also been discovered, which 
should be patented very soon. The Nouvelle-Aquitaine 
region is supporting LERAM by co-funding a thesis 
involving Urgo and LVMH on products that can be used for 
plasters and cosmetics.

success story

The LERAM LabCom, between public  
and private research

“

”

at the first LabCom conference1, 
which took place at the Maison de 
la Chimie in Paris on 27th September 
2018.

These three instruments tie the 
competitiveness of research closely 
to that of private French compa-
nies, encouraging business to invest 
in public research and research to 
transfer its knowledge and technolo-
gies to the industrial world. 

The first LabCom conference 
took place at the Maison de 

la Chimie in Paris on  
27th September 2018 


