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2 Advancing research in all its diversity

Encouraging bottom up research  
initiatives: the Generic Call for Proposals

The main mechanism of support for basic research, the Generic Call for Proposals (AAPG) encourages 
collaborative research initiated by researchers and helps young researchers to take responsibility.

MULTIPLE FUNDING  
INSTRUMENTS 

Three instruments in the Generic Call 
for Proposals (PRC, PRCE and PRCI) 
reinforce scientific collaboration, while 
the fourth (JCJC) encourages young re-
searchers to take responsibility.

Collaborative Research Projects (PRC) 
is the main ANR funding instrument. 
It supports collaboration between 
teams on a joint project to boost their 
creativity, enable them to pool their 
skills and constitute new academic 
consortia. 

603 PRCs  
were selected for funding in 

2018, representing 53% of the 
funding budget devoted to the 
Agency’s calls for proposals.

Collaborative Research Projects 
Involving Enterprises (PRCE) is de-
dicated to collaborations between at 
least one academic laboratory and 
at least one private company with 
an R&D activity. The joint approach 
enables researchers to address new 
questions, or to approach them from 
a different angle, and companies to 
find scope for innovation in the most 
basic research. 

STRUCTURE BASED ON  
SCIENTIFIC FIELDS

In consultation with research com-
munities, the 2018 Generic Call for 
Proposals has evolved: 

    the scientific coordinators submit 
their proposal based on a disciplinary 
or interdisciplinary field rather than 
the previous societal challenges;

    47 areas have been identified, with 
47 dedicated scientific evaluation 
panels;

This new structure expresses a stron-
ger focus on better disciplinary and 
cross-disciplinary identification in line 
with the challenges.

    referring to the challenges in the 
National Research Strategy is no 
longer a criterion for selection;

   the quality and originality of the 
proposal, its organisation and the 
resources used remain the primary 
evaluation criteria for the Generic 
Call for Proposals; the scientific 
excellence of the proposal and the 
team constitute a further basis for 
selection. 

119 PRCEs 
were funded in 2018, 

representing 13% of the 
funding budget devoted to 
ANR’s calls for proposals.

International Collaborative Research 
Projects (PRCI) aims to strengthen 
balanced bilateral international colla-
boration between French and foreign 
teams with strong synergies. The fun-
ding agencies involved can evaluate 
the projects submitted in parallel 
– those recommended for funding 
by both agencies are then funded. 
However, they can also agree that a 
single agency, called the lead agency, 
will receive, evaluate and select pro-
jects. Long-term agreements of this 
type have been formed thanks to the 
mutual trust between ANR and the 
German, Austrian, Brazilian, Luxem-
bourg and Swiss funding agencies.

99 PRCIs  
were funded in 2018, 

representing 5% of the funding 
budget devoted to ANR’s calls 

for proposals.

The Young Researchers (JCJC) ins-
trument is targeted at young resear-
chers awarded PhDs less than 10 
years ago. It enables younger gene-
rations to develop their own research 
topics and put together or consoli-
date a team, reinforcing their sense of 
responsibility.

312 JCJCs  
were selected for funding in 

2018, representing 15% of the 
funding budget devoted to the 
Agency’s calls for proposals. Three years after obtaining her doctorate, the astrophysicist Sandrine Codis, a CNRS resear-

cher at the Institut d’Astrophysique de Paris, submitted her first research proposal to the Young 
Researchers (JCJC) instrument of the 2018 Generic Call for Proposals. Her project, SPHERES, 
was selected. Its aim is to model the “cosmic web”, the filaments of gas and dark matter along 
which galaxies form. The work should help us understand the massive structures of the uni-
verse and interpret the images from the European EUCLID space mission, scheduled for 2021, 
in which France plays an active part. The JCJC funding will give new momentum to the career 
and work of this graduate of the École Normale Supérieure, who is forging collaborations with 
researchers of all ages across the world.

My laboratory helped me put the administrative part of the 
application together,” remembers Sandrine Codis. “First of all, the 
funding enabled me to start recruiting a post-doctoral researcher. I 
was also able to run a workshop in Japan on my research themes, 
three-quarters-funded by the SPHERES project as planned in my 
grant application. What’s more, ANR is a springboard: it enables us to 
carry the responsibility for a project within the scientific community, 
and perhaps consider applying one day for a large European call for 
proposals – like the European Research Council, why not! 

success story

Sandrine Codis,  
“Young Researcher” in astrophysics

Find out more: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e42Smc3fuo4&list=PLBGAVVGzrPkE9EB5xj443kKb18iWRKKBq&index=4&t=0s 

“

”

1,133 
PROJECTS SELECTED 

for funding in 2018, a 
success rate of  

15.1%,  
an increase compared  

to 2017 (13.2%)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e42Smc3fuo4&list=PLBGAVVGzrPkE9EB5xj443kKb18iWRKKBq&index=4&t=0s
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With 7,520 proposals submitted in 
2018, the Generic Call for Proposals 
accounts for a very high volume of 
projects. This is why the submission 
and evaluation process introduced in 
2014 takes place in two stages:

    In stage one, a summary pre-pro-
posal (four pages) is submitted 
for review by two members of the 
evaluation panel (possibly with 
support from an external peer 
reviewer in the case of highly inter-
disciplinary projects), with the final 
decision taken by the whole panel.

    In stage two, the coordinators of 
the selected projects are invited 
to submit a full proposal (20 
pages). Two panel members are 
responsible for each application, 
and call on the expert assessment 
of at least two external scientists. 
Researchers now have a right of 
reply to these assessments. Based 
on the external reviews and their 
own assessments on the proposal, 
the two panel members present a 
summary to the panel, which ranks 
the best proposals and makes a 

The projects selected for the 2018 
Generic Call for Proposals break 
down as follows:

  603 Collaborative Research Pro-
jects (PRC) 

    312 Young Researcher projects 
(JCJC)

    119 Collaborative Research Pro-
jects involving Enterprises (PRCE)

    99 International Collaborative 
Research Projects (PRCI)

At the end of the year, the Agency 
funded 57 projects from the reserve 
lists thanks to budget increases made 
possible partly by the postponement 
of international programmes, amoun-
ting to the equivalent of €24.2 million 
in grants being allocated.

The total Generic Call for 
Proposals budget represents 

€443.1M  
compared with €420.6 

million in 2017
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Results of the 2018 Generic Call for Proposals

The final Generic Call for Proposals 
selection rate over the two stages 
thus reached 15.1% (42.2% at stage 
one and 35.8% at stage two), the 
highest level recorded since the gene-
ric call was introduced in 2014.

In line with its mission as a pro-
ject-based research funder, ANR has 
established a number of institutional 
partnerships. Within the AAPG, the 
French Ministry of Armed Forces 
(the Defence Procurement Agency, 
DGA) and the General Secretariat 
for Defence and National Security 
(SGDSN) contributed €3.3 million to 
fund projects associated with their 
areas of interest. 

recommendation on funding from 
the budgets available. Depending 
on its budget capacity, ANR deter-
mines the list of projects finally 
selected for funding for each panel 
and each instrument.

Eligible project coordinators receive 
a summary of the final evaluation 
and have two months to submit any 
questions or redress request to the 
Agency, which examines and res-
ponds to them.

At the end of the budgetary year, 
the total Generic Call for Proposals 
budget thus represented €443.1 mil-
lion, compared with €420.6 million in 
2017. 

2018 KEY FIGURES AND RESULTS

The 2018 ANR Work Programme 
emphasised priority fields of research 
identified by the government for their 
strategic value.

Within the Generic Call for Proposals, 
these priorities were supported as 
follows:

    In the area of artificial intelligence 
(AI), in line with the AI national 

plan, an allowance of €9.6 million 
funded 21 additional projects, of 
which 44% were interdisciplinary.

    The social sciences and humanities 
(SSH) received additional support 
of €7.2 million thanks to the natio-
nal SSH plan. A further 24 projects 
were thus funded, half of them tar-
geting multidisciplinary research.

    Six projects on quantum techno-

logy received an additional budget 
of €3 million in line with France’s 
participation in the Quantum 
Flagship launched by the European 
Union.

Finally, a sum of €11 million arising 
from an increase in the funding 
budget enabled over 30 additional 
cross-disciplinary or interdisciplinary 
projects to be funded.

Publication of the 
first RESULTS for 
PRC, PRCE, JCJC 
instruments

OPENING  of the 
PRC, PRCE, JCJC and 
PRCI instruments 
submission website

Signing contracts 
for the SELECTED 
PROJECTS

RIGHT OF 
REPLY  to the 
peer reviewers

CLOSURE  of 
the submission 
website

PUBLICATION of 
the AAPG Guide

EARLY SEPTEMBER

MID-JULYLATE FEBRUARY JULY TO 
SEPTEMBER

LATE MAYLATE MARCH

CLOSURE 
of the submission 
website

SENDING OUT  
THE RESULTS of the 
first stage

Stage 1: Submission of pre-proposals

Stage 2: Selection of full proposals

LATE OCTOBER MID-FEBRUARY

OPENING of the 
PRC, PRCE and JCJC 
submission website

LATE SEPTEMBER
PUBLICATION 
of the Work 
Programme and 
AAPG

JULY Evaluation of pre-
proposals by the 
scientific evaluation 
panels

Evaluation 
of the full 
proposals by 
the scientific 
evaluation
panels

Evaluation 
of the full 
proposals 
by the peer 
reviewers

THE TWO STAGES OF THE GENERIC CALL FOR PROPOSALS (AAPG)




