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EDITORIAL

Guaranteeing that the best projects are 
selected, regardless of their origin, discipline 
or institution, and whether the research is 
basic or applied,  is ANR’s guiding principle.
This objective relies on both competitive, 
independent selection, based on the scienti-
fic expertise of peers, and a quality approach 
that enabled the Agency to achieve ISO 9001 
certification in 2018 for all its project selec-
tion processes.
ANR occupies a key space in the public policy 
landscape for research and innovation as a 
funding body, state operator and partner of a 
growing number of institutions.
In line with the national and European strate-
gic agendas, it responds to the priorities of 
national plans and to communities’ funding 
needs. Through the Generic Call for Propo-
sals, which represents over 70% of its budget, 
ANR supports scientific creativity on a free, 
open basis and funds over 1,000 research pro-
jects a year, more than 300 of them through 
its Young Researchers programme. In 2018, 
the French Minister of Higher Education, 
Research and Innovation, Frédérique Vidal, 
underlined her trust in the Agency by raising 
its resources. This enabled ANR to increase 
the selection rate for the Generic Call for 
Proposals from 13.2% in 2017 to 15.1% in 
2018, with a future target of at least 20%.
The emergence of new ideas and teams is an 

important priority for research and requires 
the promotion of interdisciplinarity, which is 
encouraged by collaborative projects invol-
ving different research teams. With its various 
funding instruments – the Generic Call for 
Proposals supporting projects designed on 
the initiative of researchers, and targeted 
calls for proposals responding to challenges 
and specifically supporting partnership-based 
research or the link between research and 
innovation – the Agency plays an important 
part alongside public and private laboratories 
and research institutions.
ANR also contributes to promoting and imple-
menting open science, joining the cOAlition S 
group in 2018. This priority is part of France’s 
National Open Science Plan, launched by the 
Minister for Higher Education, Research and 
Innovation.
2018 was a decisive and very constructive 
year for reinforcing information sharing, 
exchange and dialogue.
In its third year, the ANR Tour resulted in 
nearly thirty events in mainland France and 
overseas, attracting over 2,500 participants. 
The tour is an essential opportunity to meet 
research communities and players, scientific 
teams and managers.
The year also saw interactions with the five 
thematic research Alliances and with CNRS 
and Conference of University Presidents 

in the context of the Programme Planning 
Steering Committees that we have set up, 
together with initiatives with our partners: 
the conference with the French Environment 
& Energy Management Agency (ADEME) on 
energy transition research, the conference 
with the French Agency for Food, Environ-
mental and Occupational Health & Safety 
(Anses) on occupational health research, the 
LabCom conference and the annual global 
security event (WISG).
In terms of Investments for the Future, 2018 
again illustrated the quality of our interactions 
with the Ministry and the French General 
Secretariat for Investment (SGPI), underlined 
particularly by the priority research pro-
gramme Make Our Planet Great Again, 
launched by the French president, and the 
evaluation by an international jury of 115  
Labex (laboratories of excellence) from the 
first Investments for the Future programme.
The coordination between research and 
innovation is another area of the Agency’s 
work that was strengthened in 2018.
ANR is involved in several innovation stee-
ring bodies set up by the government, such 
as the French National Industrial Council, 
chaired by the Prime Minister, and the Inno-
vation Council, co-chaired by Bruno Le Maire, 
France’s Minister for Finance and the Economy,  
and Frédérique Vidal, the French Minister of 
Higher Education, Research and Innovation.
We are already working towards these inno-
vation objectives with partners including the 
General Secretariat for Defence and National 
Security, the Defence Innovation Agency (for 
the ASTRID and ASTRID Maturation pro-
grammes) and the French Biodiversity Agency. 
New interactions with decentralised authori-
ties, starting with the French administrative 
regions due to their strong skills in economic 
development, should make it possible to 
constitute simplified funding opportunities 
coordinating the national and regional levels.
Another area of our work is the development 
of partnerships to follow up project portfolios 

in order to smooth the transition towards 
innovation or social, medical or economic 
applications. This is the intention behind the 
strategic partnership signed this year with 
Bpifrance.
These advances were made possible by 
the collective mobilisation of our teams. I 
am deeply grateful for the work carried out 
to prepare the self-assessment report for 
the High Council for Evaluation of Research 
and Higher Education, whose committee  
visited in July 2019. Nearly 130 people within 
the Agency took part in the working groups 
set up at the end of 2018. The exercise illus-
trated a high level of dynamism and maturity 
in the collective analysis of our strengths, 
weaknesses and areas for improvement.
I particularly welcome the dialogue, the 
pleasure and the enthusiasm with which the 
teams worked together, and I want to thank 
all of them for their daily commitment, as well 
as the Governing Board and the Scientific  
Advisory Panel for their support.
At a time when the research planning bill  
announced by the Prime Minister is being 
drafted, we are fully aware of our responsibi-
lities and our role in serving research.

The emergence of new ideas  
and teams is an important priority  
for research and requires the promotion  
of interdisciplinarity, which is encouraged 
by collaborative projects involving  
different research teams.

“

”By Thierry Damerval 
ANR President and CEO
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