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Glossary

Associated Countries

Call Secretariat

Call Steering
Committee (CSC)

Evaluation
Committee (EvC)

Expert

External Reviewer

Funding Organisation

Associated Countries are countries who signed an association agreement with
the European Union and its Members. In Horizon Europe, legal entities from
Associated Countries can participate under the same conditions as legal
entities from the Member States. The list of Associated Countries is available
here:

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-

2027/common/quidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
NB: not all associated countries listed at this link participate in this call. Only

researchers from countries that confirmed their participation and reserved a
budget for this call can be eligible for funding. See TABLE 1: LIST OF
FUNDING ORGANISATIONS AND THEIR FUNDING COMMITMENTS below
to verify whether your country participates or not in this call.

For the entire period of each Call, the Call Secretariat will be charge of
preparing, coordinating and following up on the joint Call processes, both
electronically and physically. It will work in cooperation and consultation with
the Call Steering Committee and provide the CSC with all documents needed
for decisions (see Annexes 2 and 3).

The CSC is responsible for the practical implementation and follow-up of the
Call. It is composed of one mandated representative from each Funding
Organisation taking part in the Call, who will be the reference point for the
participation of their organisation in the development and implementation of
the Call (see Annex 3).

The EvC is a committee of independent experts (referred hereafter as “EvC
members”) that reviews and ranks pre- and full proposals. The EvC meets to
agree on a final evaluation and ranking of pre-proposals (Step 1) and full
proposals (Step 2).

Experts are independent academic scholars or non-academic stakeholders
with relevant skills and expertise with respect to the topic of the call. They can
be mobilised for the development of the call and/or for the selection process.
During the selection process, experts can act as EvC co-chairs, EvC members
or external reviewers.

An external reviewer is an independent expert whoprovides a (remote) written
peer review of a proposal, as opposed to EvVC members who review several
applications and discuss them during a joint meeting.

A Funding Organisation is a national or regional organisation participating in
the 2025-2026 Biodiversa+ Call on “Restoration of ecosystem functioning,
integrity and connectivity (BiodivConnect), which requires signing the present
Memorandum of Understanding.
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Funding Organisation
Contact Point (FCP)

Participant

Partner

Project Partner
Coordinator

Self-financed Partner

Subcontractor

An FCP represents a Funding Organisation and can be contacted by
applicants and the Call Secretariat to give information on or explain the Call
procedures as well as national and/or regional rules and procedures.

A participant may be a Partner, a self-financed Partner or a subcontractor.

Depending on the Funding Organisation, a “Partner” may be a researcher, an
institution, a department of an institution, a laboratory, or a public or private,
for- or non-profit organisation contributing to the implementation of the
research project.

The Project Partner Coordinator is a Partner that coordinates a consortium
submitting a proposal under this call (i.e., Partner in charge). It is identified as
Partner 1.

A self-financed Partner is a Partner who brings their own secured budget in
the call and fully cover their costs. Self-financed Partners can be from
countries participating or not in the call.

Subcontractors are subcontracted by eligible Partners that have to comply
with their respective funding organisation rules. Generally speaking,
subcontracting is understood as the externalization of the execution of a
(minor) project task that Partners cannot execute.
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CsC Call Steering Committee
EPSS Electronic Proposal Submission System (Submission Platform)
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Document 1: Announcement of Opportunity

The Funding Organisations in Biodiversa+ Partnership have joined efforts to organise and fund an
international call for transnational research proposals on

Restoration of ecosystem functioning, integrity
and connectivity (BiodivConnect)

1. Research priorities and knowledge gaps

INTRODUCTION

One of the strategic objectives of the European Biodiversity Partnership, Biodiversa+, is to produce
actionable (i.e., practically usable) knowledge to halt and reverse biodiversity decline (Biodiversa+
Strateqgic Research and Innovation Agenda). To achieve this, a series of actions, including this research
call, are embedded in the Flagship Programme “Supporting protection and restoration of biodiversity and
ecosystems across land and sea”. In this context, Biodiversa+, co-funded by the European Commission,
launches this joint call for research proposals on “Restoration of ecosystem functioning, integrity and
connectivity", referred to as BiodivConnect.

This call is focused on fostering innovative research to be integrated into nature restoration?
practices for interconnected and well-functioning ecosystems and habitats, with special
consideration for long-term sustainability and future-proofing of restoration efforts, at scales from local to
regional to cross-border and global, including their evaluation.

A first key topic is the need for coherent and operational restoration targets and measurements of
success in terms of ecosystem functioning, integrity and connectivity. Projects are expected to consider
shifting baselines and integration of ecological, cultural and social contexts, with objective-based or
reference-based approaches. The second key topic is the need for a better understanding of the
possibilities and methods for meaningful and effective scaling and transferability of nature restoration
efforts. There are many examples of successful local restoration efforts across the world, however the
scale of the biodiversity crisis necessitates advancements in approaches and processes for reproducing
successful efforts across different socio-economic and environmental contexts. The third key topic is
the need for long-term sustainability of restored species, habitats and ecosystems, including resilience to
climate change and other pressures. Given future environmental and societal changes, it will not be
possible to rely solely on historical and current datasets and models to predict likely pathways to
successful restoration. There is also a need for advanced predictive modelling and anticipatory strategic
foresight based on policy learning, as well as the development of entirely novel approaches to restoration,
experimental approaches with high risk tolerance, and/or open-ended restoration efforts such as
rewilding.

!Note: this call does not refer to any specific definition of “restoration” and leaves it up to applicants to frame in their proposal the
restoration approach they intend to address.


https://www.biodiversa.eu/
https://www.biodiversa.eu/about-us/strategy/
https://www.biodiversa.eu/about-us/flagship-programmes/
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This call covers restoration efforts for biodiversity in all types of ecosystems and habitats, e.g. terrestrial,
coastal, freshwater, estuaries, marine, wetlands, urban, agricultural and forest ecosystems, as well as in
transition zones and multi-habitat interventions. Projects to be funded under this call can focus on a wide
range of aspects, e.g.. different categories of indicators (biodiversity, ecosystem functioning,
environmental quality, governance, planetary health aspects), multiple scales for restoration upscaling,
ecological, socio-economic, and socio-cultural dimensions; and/or varying levels of environmental
regulations and policies needing alignment. Projects should support progress towards international
biodiversity commitments, also beyond 2030, under the Kunming-Montréal Global Biodiversity
Framework, and relevant biodiversity policy objectives at different levels. For instance, the projects could
support the implementation of EU biodiversity policies, in particular the Nature Restoration Regulation,
the Birds and the Habitats Directive, the Water Framework Directive, the Marine Strategy Framework
Directive, as well as the proposed Soil monitoring and resilience directive, or equivalent legislations
outside the EU. Focusing on the connectivity, integrity, and functionality of ecosystems, projects are also
encouraged to support Member States in establishing national restoration plans under Article 14 of the
Nature Restoration Regulation, and in developing practical methods and tools for stakeholders involved
in implementing nature restoration activities.

KNOWLEDGE GAPS

To adequately address the key challenges of nature restoration, it is essential to support knowledge
exchange and capacity building across disciplines and societal sectors, and acknowledge, appreciate
and integrate multiple forms of knowledge. This call is arranged into three main topics that partly overlap:

® Setting restoration targets and measuring success
® Scaling and transferability of nature restoration efforts

® Long-term sustainability of restoration efforts

Project proposals can address one or more of these main topics. The points listed below under each
topic serve to give an idea of knowledge gaps which could be addressed by projects. They are neither to
be understood as a list limited to these points nor as a list to be fulfilled in as many points as possible. To
be successful, applicants are advised to consider that the extent of knowledge gaps they address
within their project is realistic for the requested project duration of three years.

Topic 1: Setting restoration targets and measuring success

® Integration of biodiversity and ecosystem functioning targets — identifying the most appropriate and
effective metrics as indicators and for defining restoration outcomes for use by managers, policy
makers, landowners, users of land and sea, and local and global businesses.

® Development and use of prioritisation tools for underpinning restoration targets, e.g. systematic
conservation planning, spatial planning, and including Al supported tools. Development of evaluation
frameworks that integrate and prioritize various success criteria including ecological, social and
economic parameters.
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® Studies of ecosystem functioning, integrity and connectivity at multiple levels (e.g., genetic, species,
and ecosystem), aspects (e.g. taxonomic and functional diversity, phenotypic traits), and functioning
(e.g., stability, productivity), as well as trade-offs for society and stakeholders of possible restauration
measures to identify mechanisms and incorporate them into support of evidence-based restoration
planning with high probability of societal acceptance.

@ Integration of social, economic, environmental and cultural criteria for success and failure of nature
restoration in delivering nature-positive (biodiversity-positive) outcomes with reference to the targets
and indicators of the Global Biodiversity Framework, including interlinkages between biodiversity loss,
changing climate, and the risk of undesired outcomes from complex ecosystem responses.

® Incorporating diverse restoration paradigms and future-oriented approaches, including rewilding and
the concept of novel ecosystems, in defining restoration success; links between different facets of
biodiversity in heavily human-altered landscapes and less altered ones.

® Assessing the relevance of concepts such as resilience-based targets, adaptive ecological baselines,
favourable conservation status, and ecological conditions for multifunctional approaches to restoration
which address multiple pressures.

® Cost-benefit and cost-effectiveness analyses across scales of geography and time, but also ensuring
inclusion and adequate integration of multiple perspectives on values and benefits of biodiversity and
ecosystem services and nature’s contributions to people.

® Studies of the role of local communities and indigenous people and how to establish an inclusive
process that fosters local ownership and acceptance by addressing equity in who participates in the
design, planning, implementation, and evaluation of restoration projects.

Topic 2: Scaling and transferability of nature restoration efforts

® Metacommunity approaches: understanding connections between habitats by addressing spatial
community dynamics underlying the emerging patterns in ecosystem functions and biodiversity;
understanding how interventions in key habitats create effects across a landscape; investigating the
effect of landscape-level interventions on the long-term sustainability of restoration efforts.

©® Meta-ecosystem approaches: addressing cross-ecosystem connectivity (and gaps) and down-stream
effects (e.g., terrestrial-aquatic) to scale up restoration and support ecosystem functions, focussing
for example on functional connectivity, land/sea use history, and climate change.

® Addressing the impact of local and global drivers of degradation, accounting for synergies and trade-
offs among solutions and intervention actions including active and passive restoration efforts, and their
transferability to other areas or habitats.

® Addressing societal drivers and enabling conditions for the diffusion and scaling up of nature recovery
interventions. Definition of criteria to help decide if and how small-scale approaches (pilot, local) are
suitable for transfer to other areas or larger-scale approaches (regional, cross-border).
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Analysing the role of businesses and the financial system — including financial institutions, value
chains, investors, and public and private markets — in developing financial products, market structures
and incentive schemes including payment for ecosystem services and nature credits to scale up
biodiversity financing and to bridge the funding gap through profitable and replicable business models
for restoration.

Understanding the importance of enabling policy environments and policy coherence across sectors,
such as between regional development, sustainable finance, and other relevant regulation. The role
of policy, legal acts, taxes, subsidies, and trade regulation for transnational supply chains at the trade
and biodiversity nexus to enable the scaling-up and long-term sustainability of biodiversity restoration
efforts.

Topic 3: Long-term sustainability of restoration efforts

Addressing the need to develop a basis for defining long-term targets/satisfactory levels for regulations
and policies, and the need for measuring the long-term outcome and impact of restoration efforts on
ecosystem functioning, integrity and connectivity beyond the endpoint of a restoration project. Shifting
towards long-term strategies for monitoring of restored areas under potentially changing conditions,
including mechanisms for their sustainable financing.

Addressing long-term needs for policy development which are not included in the requirement from
the EU Nature Restoration Regulation.

Consideration of social justice and equity issues in sustainable restoration efforts. Investigating which
individuals and sectors of society might bear the burdens, and who might benefit, with particular
attention to underrepresented and marginalised communities and the implications of current decisions
for future generations, with applicable solutions to ensure also inter-generational equity.

Laying the scientific basis for weighing up between different restoration efforts and targets and for
their prioritisation, evaluating their robustness to climate change and other pressures while
maintaining biodiversity and important ecological processes and species interactions, including
connectivity and range shifts of species. Studying the role of connectivity to mitigate existing and novel
threats to the sustainability of restoration efforts and the role of range shift of species.

Integration of multiple restoration targets into restoration interventions and sustainable land use while
considering multiple and emerging threats to ecosystems. Investigating possible paths for e.g.,
agroecology or closer-to-nature forest management? and their prospects of success to build
sustainable solutions involving national and local stakeholders.

Development of predictive and/or systems models, and ways to utilize historical and novel data and
emerging technology for new approaches, automated monitoring and near real-time adaptive
management across systems, with rapid feedback to stakeholders, management and policy.

22 Guidelines on Closer-to-Nature Forest Management - European Commission
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® Mitigation of un-desired outcomes of restoration efforts, including for example the effects on
biodiversity from contaminants, pollutants, and biomagnification, such as washout from land to sea.
Developing a better understanding of how contaminants may become a problem after restoration,
including e.g. planetary health aspects and biodiversity aspects of bioremediation efforts.

® Development or application of anticipatory strategic foresight methods (e.g., explorative policy
scenarios and policy back-casting) and assessment or improvement of existing qualitative approaches
(e.g. storytelling, historical analyses, ethnography, engaging with arts and humanities researchers) to
learn from successes and failures, to establish transparency and acceptance for a learning
environment surrounding restoration plans. Exploration of how visions of the future of restored
landscapes might be shared or differ between different societal groups, and showing ways how a
biodiversity positive paradigm and behavioural shifts of stakeholders could be stimulated.

2. Expectations towards funded projects

General expectations

This call supports high-quality research and innovation projects on biodiversity and ecosystem restoration
that demonstrate holistic, systemic, and integrated approaches with potential for high environmental,
economic and societal impact, including support to decision-making in policy and management. The call
is designed to fund interdisciplinary, transdisciplinary, and/or cross-sectoral research projects that appeal
to diverse scientific communities, including natural, social and technical sciences, humanities and arts,
with contributions also from business and finance sectors as required.

The call aims for research and innovation projects demonstrating academic excellence, with potential
for local, regional and/or global societal and policy impact regarding biodiversity, aiming to connect
science, society, policy, and practices for transformative change. Projects are therefore expected to
directly engage with and include stakeholders and citizens at various stages of the process, from project
design through to research, implementation, impact monitoring, and evaluation, as appropriate and
relevant.

It is expected that applicants will explicitly make clear the novelty of their research and how it builds
upon and adds to the existing knowledge base, including previously funded or on-going international,
European and national projects. Redundancy must be avoided, yet complementary research (for example
with existing Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe efforts) is possible, as long as the added value of the
proposal is clearly explained. Projects are expected to explain how they intend to deliver a significant
contribution to scientific knowledge production, and the proposed means and manner to use this
knowledge towards the achievement of restoration of biodiversity and ecosystems.

The dual objective of supporting projects that conduct excellent research on the one hand and, on the
other, advance the most promising approaches for the implementation of their research results in society
and policy, is clearly reflected in the call’s evaluation criteria. Applicants are encouraged to refer to the
Call Document #6 for detailed information regarding the evaluation criteria that will be used during the
evaluation process.
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Please note that each funding organisation has its own rules for research partners eligibility, and it is
crucial that applicants consult the national/regional rules for each partner of their consortium.

Projects are encouraged, where relevant, to build on the results of the BiodivRestore projects, outcomes
of the BiodivRestore Knowledge Hub, and engaging with other relevant initiatives and projects including
Horizon Europe R&l projects, LIFE projects, EU Business@Biodiversity Platform, or Biodiversity Finance
Initiative BIOFIN, and to utilise the scientific research infrastructures and Earth observation programmes
which have been created and supported by the European Union to facilitate biodiversity research and
observation across the continent (e.g. LifeWatch, AnaEE, eLTER, Copernicus, Galileo, EGNOS), as well
as global research infrastructures (e.g. GBIF, ILTER, GEOSS/GEOBON, GERI, and others). All projects
must be clearly evidence-based and ensure that they are learning and capitalizing from existing projects
and programmes, as well as the successes/failures of previous efforts in restoration research and
practice.

Interdisciplinarity

To meet the goals of this call, projects are expected to be interdisciplinary. Interdisciplinary science refers
to the involvement of multiple academic disciplines. Research teams should therefore span all disciplines
of relevance for their project, be it from natural, social, and technical sciences, humanities and/or arts.
Proposals should demonstrate how they will ensure the equitable and appropriate combination and
inclusion of relevant academic disciplines, collaboratively integrating their approaches and skills.

Transdisciplinarity and impact

Proposals are strongly encouraged to be transdisciplinary to include non-academic stakeholders working
together with researchers to co-produce new knowledge relevant for society. They should do so by
considering the potential societal (including policy) impacts of their research (i.e., reflexive and
introspective). Where relevant, stakeholders should be involved in different stages of the project, for
example in the initial phase when defining research objectives and strategies, in implementing the project
through data collection or analysis, to contribute to better dissemination of the knowledge gained, and/or
to facilitate a systemic approach to a challenge. However, this involvement must not be an end in itself,
but should be designed to add clear value to the project. For guidance, please consult the Biodiversa+
handbooks on Stakeholder engagement and on Citizen science (all Biodiversa+ guiding documents can
be found here). If the inclusion of relevant stakeholders within the project management is not feasible or
useful, this should be explained including how the proposed work remains valuable in a societal context.
We welcome research in partnership with, and for, potentially under-represented and/or vulnerable
groups of actors often omitted from academic studies in this context (e.g. traditional knowledge holders,
indigenous and local communities, young, marginalised demographic groups, etc.). We also welcome
projects which consider innovative ways to have better impact on policy and practices in business and
public management, and among different stakeholders. Projects are encouraged to adopt a holistic
approach and where relevant engage businesses and industries as partners in their proposal, to
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encompass a complete innovation ecosystem?. The integration of various actors and sectors should be
carried out in an equitable, respectful and just manner.

Global scope

At least 29 countries are contributing to the funding of this joint call (see the updated list of countries and

participating Funding Organisations on our website: https://www.biodiversa.eu/research-funding/open-
call/participating-funding-organisations/).

The call covers research in all parts of the world, in all types of ecosystems and habitats, and in all types
of societies, cultures and economic models. Research and innovation projects can thus include study
sites, modelling or data collection globally, beyond the countries participating in the call. Note that
researchers and stakeholders which cannot be funded directly from the call are welcome to participate
on their own funds as in-kind project partners, or (if applicable) contracted by the applicants (see the
section 3.2. “Eligibility of projects and partners in Call Criteria”, below).

Research proposed under this call is expected to demonstrate significant transnational added value
in comparison to the value that would result from research and innovation projects funded at national
level only. Evidence of transnational added value can either be found directly among the countries
involved in the research, or through indirect value accrued as a result of their joint work. Such value could
for example include relevance to international policy and management processes, linking expertise and
efforts across international teams, or upscaling/transfer of efforts, methodology and knowledge across
countries and regions.

Furthermore, the transnational added value should be end-user oriented and benefit environmental and
societal actors beyond researchers, generating insights on the way, with emphasis on inclusion, social
justice and equity. These end-users/stakeholders can be “proximate”, that is, those who directly benefit
from the project, or more “ultimate”, i.e., those that may indirectly benefit from the outcomes in a broader
geographical scope or longer term. When relevant, projects should for example ensure to have adequate
budget for inclusion, capacity building, and exchange also with marginalised rights-owners and
stakeholders at events and meetings.

3. Procedures, eligibility and assessment criteria
3.1. Submission, deadlines and time schedule

Submission

A two-Step process will apply, with a mandatory submission of pre-proposals at Step 1 and submission
of full proposals at Step 2. Pre-proposals and full proposals (in English) must be submitted electronically
with the Electronic Proposal Submission System (EPSS). Instructions for electronic submission will be
available on the Biodiversa+ website at https://www.biodiversa.eu/BiodivConnect in September 2025.

3 Please consult the relevant_national/ regional rules regarding partners’ eligibility.
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Please note that:

® The online platform will stay open 5 minutes after the official deadline. Any proposals not correctly
submitted at this moment will be declared ineligible.

® All completed proposals will be submitted automatically when the platform closes, to avoid a situation
where an applicant does not have time to click on the submit button. In this situation, the proposal will
be evaluated as it stands.

At Step 1, applicants have to submit pre-proposals: information (in English) on the project consortia, a 5-
page description of the project and the required budget for each Partner must be submitted on the EPSS.
Submission of pre-proposals is mandatory; it is not possible to enter the procedure at a later stage.

Only eligible pre-proposals can be invited to submit full proposals.

At Step 2, only invited applicants have to submit full proposals: information (in English) on the project
consortia, a 16-page description of the project and the required budget for each Partner must be
submitted on the EPSS.

The information submitted at Step 1 and Step 2 will be used to complete an eligibility check, to find
appropriate evaluators, and to evaluate the pre- (Step 1) and full (Step 2) proposals.

In case very few proposals are received, the CSC can decide with absolute majority to invite all eligible
consortia to submit a full proposal in Step 2 without organising an Evaluation Committee in Step 1. Note
however that the eligibility check will still be done in Step 1.

Deadlines and time schedule

The selection procedure will consist in an eligibility check and an evaluation of pre-proposals at Step 1
and an eligibility check and an evaluation of full proposals at Step 2.

The call will go through the following processes and applicants must pay attention to the deadlines
outlined below in the time schedule:

12 June 2025 | Pre-announcement of the call

9 September 2025 | Official launch of the call

Step 1 | 11 September 2025 at 13:00 CEST | General webinar of the Call

7 November 2025, 12:00 CET | Deadline for submitting pre-proposal
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December 2025 | First eligibility check completed by the Call
Secretariat and Funding organisation Contact Points
(FCPs)

Late January / early February | First EvC Meeting

Mid-February 2026 | Results of the first Evaluation Committee (EvC)
meeting
» Selected applicants are invited to submit full
proposals. A general feedback from the
Evaluation Committee will be communicated to

all invited applicants. Note however that no
individual feedbacks will be sent at this stage.

» Applicants that are not invited to submit a full
proposal will receive feedbacks from the EvC
regarding the strengths and weaknesses of their
pre-proposals with respect to the assessment
criteria used in Step 1 (see Document 6)
tentatively in May 2026. No score nor rank will
be communicated.

14 April 2026, 12:00 CEST | Deadline for submitting full proposals

May 2026 | Second eligibility check completed by the Call
Secretariat and FCPs

June or July 2026: | Second EvC meeting
Ranked list of proposals established by the EvC

Step 2 Late September 2026: | Recommendation for funding projects by the Call
Steering Committee (CSC)

» Results communicated to applicants

» Both selected and non-selected applicants will
receive feedbacks from the EvC regarding the
strengths and weaknesses of their full proposals
with respect to the assessment criteria used in
Step 2 (see Document 6) tentatively in October
2026. No score nor rank will be communicated.

1 December 2026: | Earliest possible start of funded projects

1 April 2027: | Latest possible start of funded projects

During the entire procedure, strict confidentiality will be maintained with respect to the identities of
applicants and the contents of the proposals.
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3.2. Eligibility of projects and Partners (call criteria):

The call is open to proposals and research consortia that meet the following criteria:

The international, scientific research projects are performed by eligible organisations. Funding

Organisations eligibility criteria (see Funding Organisations’ rules) apply to all Partners, including
research entities and private sector (for- or non-profit) organisations;

The Project Partner Coordinator (i.e., person in charge of the whole project, also referred to as Partner
1) must be eligible to be funded by one of the countries participating in the call and is eligible and
employed by an eligible organisation according to the terms and conditions of the participating Funding
Organisation to which they apply for support;

The Project Partner Coordinator (i.e., person in charge of the whole project, also referred to as Partner
1) can only participate as Project Partner Coordinator in one proposal of this call. Otherwise, applicants
can participate in several proposals (as long as this is in line with their Funding Organisation’s eligibility
rules);

The project must be a transnational project involving eligible Partners from at least three different
countries participating in the call and requesting support from at least three different Funding
Organisations; including eligible Partners from at least two different EU Member States or Associated
Countries* participating in the call.

An individual researcher affiliated to several organisations cannot request funding for more than one
of their affiliated organisations. The individual researcher must declare which Partner within the
consortium they represent. They will not be considered as two different Partners within the consortium.

Proposals must be written in English;

The submission of a pre-proposal is compulsory. Applicants cannot submit a full proposal at a later
stage otherwise;

Pre- and full proposals must be received before the deadlines set for the submission;

Pre- and full proposals must meet all the formal criteria: submitted electronically on the EPSS (see
Call Documents 2 and 3 for indicative pre- and full- proposals application forms respectively), respect
page limits and the number/type of attachments allowed;

The information given in the pre-proposals regarding the research questions and objectives of a
proposed project is binding. No change regarding the scientific content will be allowed by the Call
Steering Committee (CSC) between the pre-proposals and full proposals. However, it is still possible
to make minor changes to improve your proposal if the objectives remain unchanged (you will have to
declare these changes in your full proposal). Regarding the administrative details, a limited number

“https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-
participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf NB: not all associated countries listed at this link participate in this call. Only

researchers from countries that confirmed their participation and reserved a budget for this call can be eligible for
funding. See TABLE 1: LIST OF FUNDING ORGANISATIONS AND THEIR FUNDING COMMITMENTS below to verify
whether your country participates or not in this call.
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of changes may be allowed by the Funding Organisation Contact Point (FCP) and/or CSC, provided
they are in line with the general rules of the call and the rules of the Funding Organisations:

Change of budget can be allowed by the relevant Funding Organisation. The FCP can
decide according to its own rules whether it needs a justification for it. There is no need to inform
the Call Secretariat.

Changes in the consortium composition:

e No change of Project Partner Coordinator (person in charge) will be allowed, except in
case of force majeure. A request of change of Project Partner Coordinator must be submitted
to the Call Secretariat, at least one week before the deadline for submitting full proposals
and it will be discussed on a case-by-case basis by the CSC.

e Changes in the consortium composition are allowed (maximum three changes of Partners),
provided approval by the concerned Funding Organisations. Please note that the following
actions are considered as changes: addition or removal of a Partner (incl. self-financed
Partners). Please note that the maximum number of changes applies to “Partner”; it does not
apply to “team member” or “subcontractors”.

In case of a removal of a Partner, consortia have to make sure that their consortium
still includes the minimum number of requested Partners. If this is not the case, the
project will be declared ineligible and won’t be evaluated.

All new Partners have to comply with their respective Funding Organisation’s rules. If
a new Partner is declared ineligible at Step 2, the whole consortium will be declared
ineligible and won’t be evaluated.

In terms of procedure: The eligibility of new Partners should be confirmed by the concerned
Funding Organisation(s) at least one week before the full proposal submission deadline.
Applicants are strongly advised to seek confirmation of the changes and the eligibility of new
Partners from the FCP, who needs to check the national/regional eligibility of the new Partner
and agree with the change, before it is implemented on the EPSS. The changes must be declared
on the EPSS in the “disclosure of changes” box.

Please note that the following cases are not considered as one of the maximum three
changes but the procedure mentioned above remains the same:

If the change is explicitly requested by a Funding Organisation after the eligibility
decision at Step 1

If a researcher in charge (person) remains the same but changes the institutions
(within the same country), provided the institution fulfils eligibility criteria of the same
funding organisation. This does not apply to the Project Partner Coordinator.

Similarly, if the institution remains the same but the researcher in charge (person)
changes, provided the researcher in charge fulfils eligibility criteria of the same
funding organisation. This does not apply to the Project Partner Coordinator.

18 /96



2025-2026 Biodiversa+ Call “BiodivConnect”
Document 1 Announcement of opportunity

o The change(s) should not change the substance of the proposal. Applicants will have
to indicate in their full proposal the changes made as compared to the pre-proposals (for
information for the EvC and the Call Secretariat).

Please indicate the acronym of your project when you contact the Call Secretariat and/or your Funding
Organisation.

o Compliance with Funding Organisation eligibility criteria and rules (e.g. eligible budget items)
is mandatory; it is thus strongly recommended that applicants approach their respective
Funding Organisation Contact Point to make sure they respect all the eligibility criteria and
rules (contact list and main Funding Organisations’ rules are available in the call documents
published on the Biodiversa+ website).

If one Partner is not eligible, the whole proposal will be considered ineligible and will not be
evaluated, unless the eligibility issue(s) can be fixed without changing the substance of the
proposal.

3.3. Project Duration

The project duration is 3 years. Projects are expected to act as transnational project and not as a mosaic
of national or regional projects; to this end, as far as possible Partners should participate in the project
for its entire duration. However, as needed, position of some team members can be requested for only
part of the project’s duration, as long as at least one member of each Partner remains involved for the
whole project duration.

3.4. Evaluation and Selection

General information:

Potential applicants are advised to take careful note of the scope and objectives of the call as described
above in the Announcement of Opportunity. Applicants are strongly advised to assess the relevance of
their proposed research against the scope and objectives of the call set forth in the scientific text of the
call; any project that does not fit this will not be recommended for funding, regardless of its quality.

Biodiversa+ aims at funding excellent scientific research projects that can demonstrate societal
relevance, including policy relevance, and engage with stakeholders. Proposals will thus be judged on
both scientific excellence and their expected impact on society and policy, in addition to project
implementation. Proposals should therefore focus on clear research questions with tractable and testable
hypotheses and clearly explain expected societal and policy impact as well as their stakeholder
engagement approach. Research projects should generate new knowledge and solutions based on the
production of new primary data and/or by making use of available data.

Proposals from the natural sciences, technical sciences, and social sciences and humanities are
welcome.

Evaluation process:
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A two-Step evaluation process will be organised®.

1) Step 1:

An eligibility check will be performed by the Call Secretariat and Funding Organisation Contact Points
(FCPs) as well as Step 1 evaluation of eligible pre-proposals by an independent Evaluation
Committee (EvC) against the following criteria:

(i) Fitto the scope of the call,
(ii) Novelty of the research
(iii) Impact

Only successful pre-proposals will be invited to submit full proposals.

2) Step 2:

An eligibility check of full proposals will be performed by the Call Secretariat and Funding
Organisation Contact Points (FCPs).

Eligible full proposals will be evaluated by an independent Evaluation Committee (EvC) as well as
by external reviewer(s) where deemed necessary by the EvC against the following criteria:
(i) Excellence,

(ii) Quality and efficiency of the implementation,
(ii) Impact

The Call Steering Committee (CSC) will establish an EvC, comprising both scientific experts from natural
sciences, technical sciences, social sciences and humanities, and policy/management experts relevant
to the Call. The EvC composition should allow to cover, as far as possible, the range of topics within the
scope of the call.

Members take part in the EvC as independent experts and do not represent any organisation nor can
they send any replacements. This means that their work on this Committee does not represent any
organisation or nation.

The EvC will assess the proposals according to the criteria defined (see “Assessment criteria” document
in the call documents). At Step 2, where relevant (i.e. specifically requested by the EvC), the EvC will
also moderate the assessments provided by the external reviewers.

The EvC will discuss the proposals and establish the final ranking of pre- and full proposals based on the
set of assessment criteria defined.

5In case very few proposals are received, the CSC can decide with absolute majority to invite all eligible consortia to
submit a full proposal in Step 2 without organising an Evaluation Committee in Step 1. Note however that the eligibility
check will still be done in Step 1.
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After Step 1: The Call Steering Committee (CSC) will decide on which projects to invite to Step 2, following
the eligibility check and the evaluation made by the EvC.

After Step 2: The CSC will decide on which projects to recommend for funding, and selection must be
made strictly following the final ranking list established by the EvC.

Upon the final decision by the CSC, a list of funded projects will be published on the Biodiversa+ website.

Please note that no appeal can be brought at the EvC and CSC levels to challenge the results of
the selection procedure. However, the decisions taken by the CSC do not take precedence over
possible mandatory national, regional or organisational requirements for eligibility and appeal processes.

In case of funding failure, an equivalent re-evaluation procedure may be implemented. The exact process
will be agreed on by the CSC in an ad hoc manner.

4. Funding

For this call a total amount of ca. 35 M€ has been provisionally reserved by the participating Funding
Organisations (see the list in the table below).

The European Commission (EC) will also provide funding for the funded projects depending on the final
total funding amount for research proposals committed by the participating Funding Organisations eligible
for EC-funding.

The indicative total budget for this call is thus of over 40 M€, including the EC contribution.

Total indicative budget for each Funding Organisation is given below. Please note that Funding
Organisation may have defined maximum requested budget per project. Each participant in a funded
project will be preferentially funded by their Funding Organisation(s) participating in the call. The
additional funding provided by the EC for the funded project will be distributed through the EC-eligible
Funding Organisations.

The aim of the call is to fund medium size projects (with a total budget of typically 1.2-1.5M€ on average;
but note that this constitutes an indication rather than a formal limit). The requested funding should be
justified and relevant with regards to the work planned within the project.

TABLE 1: LIST OF FUNDING ORGANISATIONS AND THEIR FUNDING COMMITMENT S***

*The full up-to-date list of participating funding organisations joining this Call and their reserved budget

is available on the Biodiversa+ website: hitps://www.biodiversa.eu/research-fundina/open-
call/participating-funding-organisations/

**The Funding Organisations marked by “#” have defined maximum allowed budget per project and/or
per Partner. Please consult the Funding Organisations’ rules and contact your Funding Organisation
Contact Point for more information.

21 /96


https://www.biodiversa.eu/research-funding/open-call/participating-funding-organisations/
https://www.biodiversa.eu/research-funding/open-call/participating-funding-organisations/

Country

2025-2026 Biodiversa+ Call “BiodivConnect”;
Document 1 Announcement of Opportunity

Funding organisation

Acronym

Reserved budget
in EUR

Austria

Belgium (Wallonia-
Brussels)

Belgium (Flanders)

Brazil (pending)

Bulgaria (pending)
Czech Republic

Denmark
Estonia

Estonia

Estonia
Faroe Islands
France
Germany

Germany

Greece

Hungary

Iceland (pending)
Ireland
Israel

Italy

Fonds zur Férderung der
wissenschaftlichen Forschung

Fonds de la Recherche Scientifique

Fonds Voor Wetenschappelijk
Onderzoek-Vlaanderen

Brazilian National Council of State
Funding Agencies

Bulgarian National Science Fund

Technology Agency of the Czech
Republic

Innovation Fund Denmark
Ministry of Climate

Ministry of Regional Affairs and
Agriculture

Estonian Research Council

The Faroese Research Council
Agence Nationale de la Recherche
German Research Foundation

Forschungszentrum Juelich GmbH
(on behalf of BMFTR)

General Secretariat for Research
and Innovation

Nemzeti Kutatési, Fejlesztési és
Innovaciés Hivatal

Icelandic Centre for Research
Environmental Protection Agency
Ministry of Environmental Protection

Autonomous Province of
Bolzano/Bozen

FWF*

FNRS*

FWO#

CONFAP#

BNSF#
TA CR*

IFD#
MoC
REM

ETAG
RCFI#
ANR*
DFG*

PTJ (on behalf of
BMFTR)

GSRI*

NKFIH#

Rannis®
EPA*
MoEP#
BOZEN*

1,500,000.00

300,000.00

750,000.00

100,000.00 (tbc)

460,000.00 (tbc)
1,000,000.00

2,000,000.00
150,000.00
100,000.00

300,000.00
100,000.00
2,000,000.00
1,500,000.00
2,000,000.00

1,000,000.00

250,000.00

700,000.00 (tbc)
560,000.00
120,000.00
350,000.00
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Latvia
Lithuania

Moldova

Netherlands (the)

Norway

Poland

Portugal

Romania

Slovakia

Slovakia

Slovenia

Spain
Spain

Sweden

Sweden

Sweden
Switzerland

Taiwan

Tunisia

Latvian Council of Science
Lietuvos mokslo taryba

National Agency for Research and
Development

Dutch Research Council

Research Council of Norway

Narodowe Centrum Nauki

Portuguese national funding agency
for science, research and technology

The Executive Agency for Higher
Education, Research, Development
and Innovation Funding

Centrum vedecko-technickych
informacii Slovenskej republiky

Slovak Academy of Sciences

Ministry of Higher Education,
Science and Innovation

Agencia Estatal de Investigacion
Fundacion Biodiversidad

The Swedish Research Council for
Environment, Agricultural Sciences
and Spatial Planning

Swedish Environmental Protection
Agency

Swedish National Space Agency
Swiss National Science Foundation

National Science and Technology
Council

Ministry of Higher Education and
Scientific Research

LZP/LCS*
LMT#
NARD

NwWO#

RCN#*

NCN#

FCT*

UEFISCDI#

CVTI SR*

SAS#
MVZI#

AEI¥
FB*

Formas*

SEPA

SNSA
SNSF#
NSTC*

MHESR*

600,000.00
300,000.00
100,000.00

3,000,000.00

2,200,000.00

1,000,000.00

500,000.00

500,000.00

1,200,000.00

360,000.00
900,000.00

1,500,000.00
600,000.00
3,330,000.00

420,000.00

1,250,000.00
2,600,000.00
810,000.00

400,000.00
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Tarkiye Turkiye Bilimsel Ve Teknolojik TUBITAK# 350,000.00
Arastirma Kurumu

Please note that all Funding Organisations have defined specific rules — including restrictions with
regards to the environments they support. Carefully read the Funding Organisations’ rules and contact
your Funding Organisation Contact Point in case of any questions or doubts regarding these rules.

5. Programme structure and management

Programme activities

The funded projects are considered to form part of an international research programme for which joint
activities will be organised, in particular:

® A kick-off meeting at the beginning of the funding period
® A mid-term meeting to present and discuss the mid-term reports,

® A final meeting to present and discuss the final reports; and disseminate the project results at the
end of the funding period.

These events will be possibly organised back-to-back with other workshops (such as clustering
workshops, data management workshops, synthesis workshops, etc.)

At least the Project Partner Coordinator of each funded consortium should participate in these joint
activities. The costs for attendance to two physical meetings should be included in the budgets of
their proposals (at least one event will be done remotely).

Project management and reporting

Funded projects will be requested to submit via the Project Partner Coordinator a mid-term report and
a final report on research and activity progress. Some Funding Organisations may request additional
specific reports.

6. Eligible budget items

Eligible costs and the maximum allowed requested budget per project and/or per Partner are governed
by Funding Organisations’ specific rules. Specific questions should be addressed to the Funding
Organisation Contact Points (updated list available on the Biodiversa+ website).

In case of a significant financial pressure on a Funding Organisation due to the high number of teams
requesting budget from this Funding Organisation in the submitted applications, the applicants may be
asked to adjust downward their budget.
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7. Measure to encourage participation and success of countries / regions
with small research communities and/or where research applications
have been less successful at Step 1 (pre-proposals)

A “widening option” will be set-up between Step 1 and 2 of the evaluation processes:

» Onavoluntary basis, consortia invited to submit a full proposal in Step 2 will have the possibility
to include one or several new Partner(s) from undersubscribed funding organisations between
Step 1 and 2. The inclusion of one or several new Partner(s) should be relevant for the proposal,
and new Partners should be well integrated in the consortium.

» The addition of a Partner from undersubscribed funding organisations is not considered as one
of the maximum three changes allowed but the eligibility procedure remains the same and
funding organisation national/ regional rules must be respected.

On the Biodiversa+ website:

a) An updated list of undersubscribed funding organisations will be made public

b) The acronym, title and keywords of the pre-proposals invited to Step 2 will be published
On the Partner Search Tool (PST):

a) Applicants from undersubscribed funding organisations can declare their interest to join a
consortium invited to Step 2. To facilitate contact with the coordinator of the full proposal,
applicants are invited to include the acronym of the proposal they want to join when declaring
their interest in the PST. They are also encouraged to check the PST for new offers of interest by
successful consortia.

b) The successful consortia may use the PST to look for new Partners from undersubscribed
funding organisations, in case they would like to add expertise to their consortium. They will have
the opportunity to post a detailed offer on the Biodiversa+ PST.

8. Further information

General management of the Call, including information on the call secretariat vs. funding organisation at
a national or regional level:

The Call Secretariat is responsible for organising the call implementation procedure and for all
communication with applicants related to joint aspects of the call and procedure.

However, for Funding Organisation eligibility criteria, the Funding Organisations’ documented rules must
be consulted and Funding Organisation Contact Points should be approached (the information are
published and updated on the Biodiversa+ website), in particular with regard to eligibility of Partner,
eligible costs and other country-specific aspects of the call. The compliance with Funding Organisations’
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rules is mandatory, and relevant Funding Organisation Contact Points should be contacted to obtain
further information if needed.

According to their respective rules, the Funding Organisations may require that the project members
selected for funding establish a project consortium agreement to release the funds. The requirement will
thus apply to all the project members, even if their respective Funding Organisation does not require a
project consortium agreement.

Data Management

Applicants’ attention must be drawn to the fact that they will be requested to produce data management
plans and regularly update them in the course of your project (data management plan should indeed be
seen as living documents). Biodiversa+ strongly encourages applicants to make available publicly the
new databases, with metadata that they will produce within their project. Please note that the respective
Funding Organisation may also have specific requirements in terms of open access to data. Applicants
are thus strongly encouraged to plan resources to ensure data open access and comply with the
requirements of their Funding Organisations (if any). For more information, please refer to the “Open
Science and Fair Data” (Document 5 in the call documents) and Biodiversa Guidance document on data
management, open data, and the production of Data Management Plans (https://www.biodiversa.eu/wp-
content/uploads/2023/05/Biodiversa-Data-Management WEB_2023.pdf).

Applicants’ attention must be drawn to the fact that if they plan to use genetic resources and traditional
knowledge associated with genetic resources in their project, they will have to ascertain towards the
competent authorities and focal point that these used genetic resources and traditional knowledge
associated with genetic resources have been accessed in accordance with applicable access and benefit-
sharing legislation or regulatory requirements, and that benefits are fairly and equitably shared upon
mutually decided terms, in accordance with any applicable legislation or regulatory requirements.® Please
refer to the competent authorities for more information.

Contractual requirements

In this call for proposals, being co-funded by the European Union, Partners are considered as third parties
of Funding Organisations. All Partners commit to the following articles of the Horizon Europe Annotated
Grant Agreement’ and related regulations of Annex 5:

e Conflicts of interest (Article 12)

o Confidentiality and security (Article 13)

6 Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilisation (ABS)
to the Convention on Biological Diversity and REGULATION (EU) No 511/2014 OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL
on compliance measures for users from the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of
Benefits Arising from their Utilisation in the Union and related implementing acts.

7 https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/quidance/aga_en.pdf
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Ethics and values (Article 14)

o Visibility (Article 17)

e Specific rules for carrying out the action (Article 18)
¢ Information obligations (Article 19)

¢ Record-keeping (Article 20)

Moreover, the bodies mentioned in Article 25 (e.g. granting authority, the European Court of Auditors
(ECA), the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF)) have the right to carry out checks, reviews, audits and
investigations on the Partners, and in particular to audit the payments received. If access is denied by
the project partners, the costs will be rejected.

Additional resources

Biodiversa+ regularly publishes guides that can help in the application process and development of a
project, see at https://www.biodiversa.eu/library/#1. Where relevant, applicants and grant holders are
notably encouraged to consult the following material:

® The Stakeholder Engagement Handbook
® The Guide on Policy Relevance of Research
® The Citizen Science Toolkit

® The Guidance Document on Open Science and Data Management

Main contact points:

® For technical questions regarding submission, please contact the Call Secretariat:
biodiversa.cs@agencerecherche.fr

® Fortechnical questions regarding the Electronic Proposal Submission System (EPSS), please
contact the EPSS technical helpdesk: Taavi Tiirik: epss.biodiversa@g.etag.ee

® For budgetary questions and other national/ regional issues, please contact the relevant
Funding Organisation Contact Point (FCP) - who are Ilisted and updated at
www.biodiversa.eu/research-funding/open-call/participating-funding-organisations.

Funding organisations’ rules are also advertised and updated on the Biodiversa+ website and are
mandatory. Should you have any question on these aspects, please contact the relevant FCP.
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Document 2: Pre-proposal application form

This template is an indicative model of pre-proposal application form. All pre-proposals have to be
submitted online via the electronic proposal submission system (EPSS). The format of the pre-proposal
application form will be modified to fit the EPSS.

The Project Partner Coordinator (i.e., person in charge of the whole project, identified as Partner 1 of a
pre-proposal will invite all involved Partners to log in on the EPSS following creation of the pre-proposal.
All Partners must accept the invitation and log in on the EPSS before submission of the pre-proposal in
order to confirm their participation and provide their related information.

PRE-PROPOSAL APPLICATION FORM

Call for transnational research projects on Restoration of ecosystem functioning, integrity and connectivity
(BiodivConnect)

Project Title*

(max 255 characters including spaces)
Short name / Acronym**

(max 20 characters including spaces)
* Please note that the project title and acronym should be considered as definitive.

** Only letters, numbers and space are allowed, but no special characters (e.g., -, _, ?, !, etc.)

The acronym, title and keywords of the pre-proposals invited to Step 2 will be published on Biodiversa+
website (see the “widening option” for further information in the Call Documents)

How to choose a good acronym for your proposal?
You are free to choose any acronym you wish for your proposal as long as it respects the allowed
format. However, keep in mind that a good acronym increases the impact of the selected research
projects, as a wider audience will be able to find the results and pay attention to the good work that is
not always reaching full potential with poorly chosen acronym. This should be useful and efficient with
respect to communication purposes if your project is selected. Therefore, it is important to think about
a useful and efficient name that is:

1. Easy to remember

2. Easy to search for and find on the internet (unique)

3. Providing some ideas regarding the topic of the project

Keywords:

(min 1 keyword, max 10 keywords)

General guidance for all applicants:



e The proposal must be written in English;
e Any documents other than those requested as part of the proposal will not be forwarded to
Evaluation Committee members.

1. Administrative details

NB: This part will have to be filled in directly in the EPSS.
Please note that these fields (highlighted by #*) won't be evaluated and will be collected by the European
Commission for the purpose of doing anonymous statistics.

You will have to provide in this section information on the Project Partner Coordinator (i.e., person in
charge of the whole project and associated consortium) and Partners involved, as well as the requested
budget per Partner.

Here participants refer to Partners, self-financed Partners, and subcontractors.

What is a Partner?

Note that depending on the Funding Organisation, a “Partner” can be:
e aresearcher,

e an institution,

e alaboratory, a department of an institution

e a private, for- or non-profit organisation

Please make sure to respect the eligibility rules of the call and funding organisations.

Please also consult Funding Organisations’ rules advertised on the Biodiversa+ website which are
compulsory. Applicants are strongly advised to contact their respective Funding Organisations
(list available on Biodiversa+ website) and to confirm their eligibility with their Funding
Organisations before submitting the pre-proposal.

Important: Please indicate the acronym of your project in the subject line of your email when
you contact the Call Secretariat and/or your Funding Organisation.

Please note that the information given in the pre-proposals regarding the research questions and
objectives of a proposed project is binding. No major changes regarding the proposals’ content will be
allowed by the Call Steering Committee (CSC) between the pre-proposals and full proposals (if invited
to Step 2). Regarding the administrative details, a limited number of changes may be allowed by the
Funding Organisation Contact point (FCP) and CSC, provided they are in line with the general rules of
the call and the rules of the Funding Organisations:

e Change of budget can be allowed by the relevant Funding Organisation. The FCP can decide
according to its own rules whether it needs a justification for it. There is no need to inform the
Call Secretariat.

e Changes in the consortium composition:
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o No change of Project Partner Coordinator (person in charge) will be allowed, except in case
of force majeure. A request of change of Project Partner Coordinator must be submitted to
the Call Secretariat, at least one week before the deadline for submitting full proposals and it
will be discussed on a case-by-case basis by the CSC.

o Changes in the consortium composition are allowed (maximum three changes of Partners),
provided approval by the concerned Funding Organisations. Please note that the following
actions are considered as changes: addition or removal of a Partner (incl. self-financed
Partners). Please note that the maximum number of changes applies to “Partner”; it does not
apply to “‘team member” or “subcontractors”.

Please note that the following cases are not considered as one of the maximum three
changes:

= If the change is explicitly requested by a Funding Organisation after the eligibility
decision at Step 1

= Ifaresearcherin charge (person) remains the same but changes the institutions (within
the same country), provided the institution fulfils eligibility criteria of the same funding
organisation. This does not apply to the Project Partner Coordinator

= Similarly, if the institution remains the same but the researcher in charge (person)
changes, provided the researcher in charge fulfils eligibility criteria of the same funding
organisation. This does not apply to the Project Partner Coordinator

ACCESS AND BENEFIT SHARING

Please note that if you plan to use genetic resources and traditional knowledge associated with genetic
resources in your project, you will have to ascertain towards the competent authorities and focal point
that these used genetic resources and traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources have
been accessed in accordance with applicable access and benefit-sharing legislation or regulatory
requirements, and that benefits are fairly and equitably shared upon mutually decided terms, in
accordance with any applicable legislation or regulatory requirements®.

Please also note that if the utilisation of genetic resources or traditional knowledge associated with
genetic resources takes place in an EU Member State, users in those states will have to comply with
the general due diligence obligation under Art. 4 of Regulation (EU) No 511/2014, as well as the
obligation to file due diligence declarations under Art. 7 of Regulation (EU) No 511/2014°.

For funding, there are 2 categories of Partners:

8 Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilisation (ABS)

to the Convention on Biological Diversity.

9 Regulation (EU) No 511/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 April 2014 on compliance measures for users
from the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilisation

in the Union
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1. Partners from countries (and organisations) eligible for direct funding by a participating Funding
Organisation of this call (designated Partners 71, 2... N);

2. Fully self-financed Partners from any country who bring their own secured budget (designated
Partner A, B, etc.).

Other Participants - Subcontractors:

Participants ineligible for direct funding under this call that are subcontracted by eligible Partner(s).
Subcontractors are designated Sa, Sb... Sx). Subcontractors are subject to the terms and conditions
of each Funding Organisation providing the subcontracting costs and need to comply with their rules.
Generally speaking, subcontracting is understood as the externalization of the execution of a (minor)
project task that Partner(s) cannot execute.

Project Partner Coordinator —Partner 1

Researcher in charge: ORCID ID (XXXX-XXXX-XXXX-XXXX or enter N, if
not applicable):

Family name First name

Title Gender

Phone E-mail

Career Category A: Top grade Nationality#

Stagel® researcher

Category B: Senior researcher
Category C: Recognised

researcher

Category D: First stage

researcher

N: Not applicable
Website
Legal full name of the Short name (acronym)
research organisation / of the research
Company organisation/Company

—if any:

Participant  Identification
Code (PIC) number of the
organisation1#

10 Category A: the single highest grade/post at which research is normally conducted. < Example: “director of research”
or “full professor”

Category B: Researchers working in positions not as senior as top position (a) but more senior than newly qualified doctoral
graduates < Example: “senior researcher”, “principal investigator” or “associate/assistant professor”.

Category C: the first grade/post into which a newly qualified doctoral graduate would normally be recruited. < Examples:
“researcher”, “investigator” or “post-doctoral fellow”.

Category D: Either doctoral students at the ISCED level 8 who are engaged as researchers, or researchers working in
posts that do not normally require a doctorate degree. % Examples: “Ph.D. students” or “junior researchers” (without a
Ph.D).

These categories are defined in Frascati manual from OECD https://www.oecd.ora/sti/inno/frascati-manual.htm (page 249)
11 A PIC (Participation identification code) is a 9-digit number serving as a unique identifier for organisations (legal entities)
participating in EU funding programmes / procurements. A search tool for organisations and their PICs is available at the
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Status: Private or public? If private, Small or Statistical
Medium-sized Classification
Enterprise (SME of Economic
status) *: Yes/No Activities
(NACE)12 4
Enterprises other
than SME#: Yes/No

Division / Department / Unit
or Laboratory
Street name and number

PO Box Postal code Cedex
(optional) (optional)
Town Country

Employment status information [] on permanent position

[ on fixed-term position
If on fixed term position:
Start date of the contract (YYYY-MM-DD):
End date of the contract (YYYY-MM-DD):
Funding body®:

Are you planning to cover your own | []Yes

position/salary as a Pl with funding requested [T No

under this Call? 2

Other team members involved in the project**

Team member 1: Family name, First name, gender, job title, main discipline(s) (3 max to be chosen from
a standardised list), email, ORCID id.

Team member 2: Family name, First name, gender, job title, main discipline(s) (3 max to be chosen from
a standardised list), email, ORCID id.

(...)

Team member N: Family name, First name, gender, job title, main discipline(s) (3 max to be chosen from
a standardised list), email, ORCID id.

** Please include all the team members to be involved in the project, would they be funded or not by
your Funding Organisation. Do not repeat the principal investigator here. If you do not have yet this
information for one team member (e.qg. for a postdoc), you can indicate “to be determined (TBD)”.

@ The “Funding body” can be the funding organisation you will be requesting money from under this call
or another body responsible for your salary as PlI.

@ If yes, please make sure that your Funding Organisation’s rules and regulations allow it.

Partner 2, ... N

Researcher in charge: ORCID ID (XXXX-XXXX-XXXX-XXXX or enter N, if
not applicable):

Family name First name

Title Gender

following link: https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/participant-register-
search.

12 The NACE code is a Statistical Classification of Economic Activities of the organisation. You can find further
information about NACE at Eurostat website https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/nace and the classification can be
downloaded at

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/ramon/nomenclatures/index.cfm?TargetUrl=LST_CLS DLD&StrNom=NACE_REV2&StrLa
nguageCode=EN&IntCurrentPage=1&StrlL avoutCode=LINEAR#
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Phone E-mail
Career Category A: Top grade Nationality#
Stage!® researcher
Category B: Senior researcher
Category C: Recognised
researcher
Category D: First stage
researcher
N: Not applicable
Website
Legal full name of the Short name
research organisation / (acronym) of the
Company research
organisation/Compa
ny — if any:
Participant  Identification

Code (PIC) number of the
organisation4#

Status: Private or public? If private, Small or Statistical
Medium-sized Classification
Enterprise (SME of Economic
status) *: Yes/No Activities

(NACE)15

Enterprises other
than SME#: Yes/No

Division / Department / Unit

or Laboratory

Street name and number

PO Box Postal code Cedex

(optional) (optional)

Town Country

[] on permanent position
[ on fixed-term position
If on fixed term position:
Start date of the contract (YYYY-MM-DD):

Employment status information

13 Category A: the single highest grade/post at which research is normally conducted. < Example: “director of research”
or “full professor”

Category B: Researchers working in po