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France 2030

Summary

The France 2030 plan aims to bolster France’s global position in the area of innovation
and research. To confirm its position at the highest international level, France is
investing massively across the entire value chain, from fundamental research to
innovation and experimentation. To remain competitive, it is putting in place the
resources needed to innovate, transform, promote and attract or retain the best
international talents in France.

The aim of this chairs of excellence programme, for top-level researchers and
engineers working abroad, is to offer funding to leading researchers to undertake
new major projects in France over a 3-year period. These chairs will be only open to
researchers and engineers working abroad who wish to create a team or join a
research structure in France. They will enable them to develop their research
programmes and serve as a springboard for applying for major European tenders.

Universities, schools and research organisations will, with this in mind, identify
international researchers who are willing to move to Europe. The researchers
identified will be invited to develop a research project, with the host institution,
relating to the following themes in particular:

. Health research

. Climate, biodiversity and sustainable societies

. Digital technology and artificial intelligence

. Space research

. Agriculture, sustainable food, forests and natural resources
. Low-carbon energy

. Digital components, systems and infrastructure

The host institutions, with the support, where necessary, of regional and local
authorities and/or companies, will underwrite the funding for these projects.

Applications should be submitted via the “Choose France for Science” platform
(https://france2030.agencerecherche.fr/ChooseFranceForScience-2025), operated by
the Agence Nationale de la Recherche (ANR: French National Research Agency) on
behalf of the French State, within the framework of France 2030.

After reviewing these projects, additional funding may be awarded by the French
Government under France 2030. This additional funding may be up to 50% of the
total amount for the project.
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Important Dates

The information required for the application must be completed on the submission website.
Once the document has been generated, and signed by the applicant and the person with
legal authority to represent the host coordinating institution, it must then be submitted
directly in electronic form:

on the website: https://france2030.agencerecherche.fr/ChooseFranceForScience-2025

Contacts at the French National
Research Agency (ANR)

Scientific Project Manager: Kévin Passador

Any queries relating to the call should be sent to:
ChooseFranceForScience@agencerecherche.fr
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1.Context and objectives of the call for
applications

1.1. Context and objectives of the call for applications

The purpose of this call is to facilitate the hosting in France of top-level researchers and
engineers working in another country.

It is aimed at experienced researchers and top-level engineers, or, exceptionally, managers of
complex international scientific projects involving research relating to the priority themes for
the nation (France 2030 strategies and research themes of the agencies involved in the
programme).

The institutions and organisations, as future employers, will identify suitable researcher
profiles. They will be able to offer assistance to applicants.

Interested applicants are invited to develop a research project with their host institution,
relating to the following themes in particular:

. Health research;

. Climate, biodiversity and sustainable societies;

. Digital technology and artificial intelligence;

. Space research;

. Agriculture, sustainable food, forests and natural resources;
. Low-carbon energy;

. Digital components, systems and infrastructure.

The maximum funding allocated will be up to 50% of the total cost of the project. Co-
funding must be provided by the host institution (coordinating institution), partner
institutions, with the potential support of other stakeholders (e.g. regional or local
authorities, foundations, etc.).

The selection of successful applicants will be operated through a rolling application
process.

2. Expected Projects

2.1. Main characteristics

The chairs, in this context, will be required to have the following characteristics:

- The applicant for the chair, if selected, will be required, within two years of taking
up the post, to present a competitive European or international project (e.g. ERC,
EIC pathfinder, etc.);

- This funding will facilitate and encourage the arrival and settling in France of an
applicant previously working abroad. The applicant undertakes to be in position
full-time in the host laboratory within 24 months of the start of the project;

- The chairs must help to fund the development of a new major project for a 3-year
period;

- The chairs may receive France 2030 funding of up to 50% of the total cost of the
project (including the granted applicant’s salary if he or she does not have a
permanent civil servant position) up to a maximum of €2.5 M. A higher amount may
be requested on duly justified grounds subject to state approval;
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- Thechairs must be hosted in environments of excellence fostering the development
of the proposed research programme, which must be supported by the host
laboratory and its supervisory bodies via a letter, guaranteeing research facilities of
a minimum size (around 100 m? for a mid-career profile) and providing a suitable
environment for developing the proposed research project and a funding
commitment to support the project.

2.2. Partners

The partner beneficiaries of funding may be (public or non-profit private) French higher
education and/or research institutions or groups of such institutions, foundations for scientific
cooperation, as well as (public or non-profit private) health institutions. For-profit higher
education and research institutions and companies may be partners in the projects but will not
receive funding for such participation. The funding will be paid to the coordinating institution
by the ANR.

3. Review of applications

The applications (see template on the call for applications website), must set out:

e Theapplicant’s qualifications and background, including her or his management skills,
the funding obtained over the course of her or his career, and the applicant’s
international ranking;

e The commitment of the host institution and its suitability for the applicant’s project;
the reasons why the international context influenced the applicant to apply in France
and how this move is consistent with the applicant’s academic/professional career;

e A brief description of the scientific project.

The host institution undertakes to complete all formalities with the Security and Defence
Officer (FSD: Fonctionnaire de Sécurité et de Défense) for the purpose of obtaining prior
security clearance before recruitment of the applicant.

3.1. Application evaluation procedure

Granted applicants will be selected in a 2-phase process.

Phase 1 consists of validation of its scientific interest for France, by national programme
agencies.

The second phase of the application evaluation procedure is carried out by a panel of
experts.

3.2. Application eligibility criteria

1- The application must be completed on the ANR submission website.

2- The application must be printed and signed by the coordinating institution and submitted
by the applicant via the ANR submission website.

3- Each applicant may submit only one application.

4- The applicant must be currently carrying out her/his research activities abroad.

5- The funding allocated will constitute up to 50% of the total cost of the project.

3.3. Application evaluation criteria

Only applications that satisfy the eligibility criteria, and whose scientific interest has been
validated by the national programme agencies, will be evaluated based on the following
criteria:

- Profile and experience of the applicant in terms of research, innovation, education,
management and leadership;
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- Assessment of the applicant’s circumstances in light of the international context;

- The applicant’s ability to carry out the proposed project.

4. General Provisions for Funding
4.1. Funding

Eligible expenses are specified in the financial rules for the call for applications on the ANR
website.

The partner beneficiaries of funding may be (non-profit public or private) French higher
education and/or research institutions or groups of such institutions, foundations for scientific
cooperation, as well as (public or non-profit private) health institutions. For-profit higher
education and research institutions and companies may be partners in the projects but will not
receive funding for such participation. The funding will be paid to the coordinating institution
by the ANR.

The chairs may receive France 2030 funding of up to 50% of the total cost of the project
(including the applicant’s salary if he or she does not have a permanent civil servant position)
up to a maximum of €2.5 M. A higher amount may be requested on duly justified grounds
subject to government approval.

4.2. Consortium Agreements

Consortia who do not include companies are not required to conclude and submit a
consortium agreement to the ANR. When it is required, a consortium agreement, which may
consist of a set of agreements between the coordinating institution and each of the partner
institutions individually, specifying the rights and obligations of each partner institution with
regard to the implementation of the project, must be provided by the coordinating institution
within a maximum period of 12 months from the date of signature of the contract awarding
the grant. In the event of multiple agreements, the coordinating institution will guarantee the
coherence (absence of contradictory clauses) of the set of agreements.

All partner institutions which allocate resources to the project are signatories to this/these
agreement(s), even if they do not receive a share of the grant from the ANR.

Depending on the type of project funded, this agreement will specify in particular:

e The methods for developing the results of research and sharing the intellectual property
of the results;

e The distribution of tasks, human and financial resources and deliverables;
e The method of publication/dissemination of the results;

e The governance, including the name of the project manager for the coordinating
institution;

e The use to be made of the digital educational tools and/or products produced.

The coordinating institution sends a copy of this agreement, as well as any amendments,
directly to the ANR.

This agreement will allow to assess the absence of indirect aid granted to companies via higher
education and/or research establishments.

It is not necessary to draw up a consortium agreement if a framework contract containing the
above provisions already exists between the partner institutions. In such case, a copy of this
framework agreement or a certificate must be sent before the grant contract is signed. If the
contract is not renewed when it expires, the consortium agreement will then be required.
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4.3. Open Science

As part of the ANR's contribution to the promotion and implementation of open science, and
in line with the National Plan for Open Science at the French level (PNSO) and the Plan S at the
international level, the beneficiaries of the France 2030 grant undertake to guarantee
immediate free access to peer-reviewed scientific publications and to adopt, for research data,
an approach known as FAIR (Findability, Accessibility, Interoperability, and Reusability) in line
with the principle of "as open as possible, as closed as necessary". Accordingly, all scientific
publications resulting from projects funded under the action will be made freely available
under the Creative Commons CC-BY or equivalent licence, using one of the following three
methods:

e Publication in a natively open access journal;

e Publicationin a subscription journal that is part of a so-called transformative agreement
or transformative journal;’

e Publication in a subscription-based journal. The publisher's version or the manuscript
accepted for publication will be deposited in the HAL open archive by the authors
under a CC-BY licence by implementing the Non-Transfer of Rights Strategy (SNCD),
according to the terms indicated in the specific conditions of the financing decision or
contract.

In addition, the coordinating institution undertakes to ensure that the full text of these
scientific publications (the version accepted for publication or the publisher's version) is
deposited in the HAL national open archive, at the latest at the time of publication, and to
mention the ANR reference for the research project from which they originate.

The ANR encourages “pre-prints” to be deposited in open platforms or open archives and to
use permanent or unique identifiers (DOl or HAL Id, for example). In addition, the ANR
recommends that priority be given to publication in journals or books that are natively open
access.?

Lastly, the coordinating institution undertakes to provide a first version of the Data
Management Plan (DMP) within 6 months of the start of the project, in accordance with the
procedures set out in the contract awarding the grant.

4.4. State Aid

The aid granted under this call is likely to constitute State Aid in the meaning of Article 107, § 1
of the TFEU (Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union) if it supports economic activities
understood as any supply of goods or services on a given market. The legal bases are: the
Framework for State Aid for Research and Development and Innovation No. 2022/C 414/01 of
28 October 2022 or any subsequent communication replacing it, the exempted framework
scheme No. SA. 111723 for aid for research, development and innovation adopted on the basis
of General Block Exemption Regulation No 651/2014 adopted by the European Commission on
17 June 2014 and published in the Official Journal of the European Union (OJEU) on 26 June
2014, as amended by Commission Regulations (EU) 2017/1084 of 14 June 2017, published in the
Official Journal of the European Union on 20 June 2017, 2020/972 of 2 July 2020 published in
the OJEU on 7 July 2020 and 2023/1315 of 23 June 2023 published in the OJEU on 30 June 2023
or any other exempted framework scheme validated by the European Commission,
Commission Regulation 2023/2831 of 13 December 2023 "on the application of Articles 107
and 108 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union to de minimis aid" and the
Commission Decision of 20 December 2011 "on the application of Article 106 (§2) of the Treaty
on the Functioning of the European Union to State aid in the form of public service
compensation granted to certain undertakings entrusted with the operation of services of
general economic interest".

1 Definition of a so-called transformative agreement or a transformative journal: https://www.coalition-s.org/fag-
theme/publication-fees-costs-prices-business-models/

2 The DOA site (https://doaj.org/) lists scientific journals whose articles are peer-reviewed and open access. The
DOAB site (https://www.doabooks.orgf) does the same for monographs.
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5. How to apply

5.1.Contents of an application

An application consists of:

e Completing the sections on the call for applications website;
e Uploading the completed application signed by the person with legal authority to
represent the host coordinating institution.

5.2 Application procedure

The application documents must be submitted IN ELECTRONIC FORM:

e Astheinformation is completed;

e On the submission website in accordance with the previous recommendations.

A SIGNED SCANNED VERSION of the application must be uploaded to the submission
website.

This electronic version will be the only version provided to the evaluators for the purpose of
evaluating the application.

Proposals that do not satisfy the eligibility criteria will not be sent to the panel for evaluation
and will not, under any circumstances, be able to receive funding.

5.3. Recommendations for submission

It is strongly recommended to:

Open an account on the submission site as soon as possible;

Check that the document submitted in the dedicated area in the "signed document"
section is complete and contains the required information. The application can only be
confirmed by the applicant once all sections have been completed,;

Regularly consult the web page dedicated to the call for applications, at the address
indicated on page 1, which will contain updated information concerning the programme;
If necessary, contact the correspondents by e-mail, at the address given on page 3 of this
document.
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Contacts

Information concerning the administrative process (how to apply, online
procedures, grant rates) can be obtained from the ANR by e-mail:

ChooseFranceForScience@agencerecherche.fr
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Annex:

Overview of the France 2030 investment plan

10 OBJECTIVES FOR FUTURE TECHNOLOGIES AND 6 LEVERS

France 2030, the plan announced by the President of the Republic on 12 October 2021, has a clear purpose:
preparing the France of tomorrow through major selective strategic investments, in support of our fellow
citizens and a strong green ambition, to produce better, live better and better understand our world. It is
about catching up in certain historical industries in which we have fallen behind and giving France a head
start, by creating new industrial and technology sectors to support the green and digital transitions.

France 2030 is therefore investing €54 billion over 5 years in this ambition centred on 10 objectives and 6
levers of success.

THE 10 OBJECTIVES OF FRANCE 2030
Objective 1: encourage the development of a French offering of small nuclear reactors by 2035;

Objective 2: become the leader in low-carbon hydrogen and develop cutting-edge renewable energy
technologies;

Objective 3: decarbonise French industry;
Objective 4: produce the first low-carbon aircraft in France by 2030;
Objective 5: produce almost 2 million electric and hybrid vehicles in France by 2030;

Objective 6: invest in healthy, sustainable traceable food in order to accelerate the agricultural and food
revolution in which France is a leading country;

Objective 7: produce at least 20 biopharmaceuticals in France, particularly to combat cancer, chronic
diseases, including those relating to age, and create the medical devices of the future;

Objective 8: position France at the forefront of cultural and creative content output;
Objective 9: play our full role in the great space adventure;
Objective 10: invest in seabed exploration.

THE 6 LEVERS OF FRANCE 2030
Lever 1: secure access to and ensure recycling of critical materials, to the greatest extent possible;

Lever 2: secure access to strategic components, particularly in electronics, robotics and intelligent
machines that are essential for the industry of the future;

Lever 3: support the emergence of talent and accelerate adaptation of training programmes to cater for
the skills requirements of new sectors and professions of the future;

Lever 4: master secure sovereign digital technology;

Lever 5: cross-functionally support the emergence and industrialisation of start-ups that are crucial to the
deployment of innovation;

Lever 6: drive excellence in our higher education, research and innovation ecosystems;

Lever 7: France 2030 in the regions.



