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« Open Research Area for the Social Sciences in Europe »
programme
YEAR 2010

Project title
Abstract

EMBODIED - The Body in Embodiment: Specifying the
Role of Peripheral Input in Grounded Cognition
There is increasing scientific attention to the role that the
body plays in human mental functioning. The view is
bolstered by an exponential growth in supportive evidence
revealing that mental contents are often grounded in bodily
experiences and that models that rely on symbolic, abstract,
and amodal representations are not sufficient to account for
such observations. In this emerging work on embodiment,
„simulation‟, namely the reenactment of perceptual, motor,
and introspective states as a central mechanism for human
functioning, has become a central explanatory point of
reference. The accumulating empirical evidence has revealed
important roles of extero- and interoceptive simulations for
many psychological phenomena. The three integrated pillars
of this program are designed to answer a question that is left
open in current embodiment research: where are the causal
sources of embodiment effects located in the stream between
retrieval of motor programs, virtual simulation, signaling
motor commands downstream and finally proprioceptive and
interoceptive feedback from executing the motor response in
the body‟s periphery? We intend to provide a general
theoretical answer to these questions with experimental
studies deploying innovative methods, the use of unique
patient samples, medical interventions, and the application of
an
interdisciplinary
perspective
spanning
behavioral,
emotional,
psychophysiological,
neural,
and
social
psychological insights. The focus common to the three teams‟
proposed research is the innovative idea of systematically
triangulating the sources of what simulation entails by
systematically blocking the different stages of the motor
stream, namely via motor interference (interference with
motor retrieval, efference, and re-afference), higher/central
paralysis (disrupted motor retrieval, disabled efference and
hence reafference), lower/peripheral paralysis (intact motor
retrieval, disabled efference and hence reafference),
anesthesia (intact motor-retrieval and efference, but disabled
re-afference), and peripheral lesions (re-organization of
motor representation). The converging pillars of the program
are designed to specify the function of afferent and efferent
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motor processes in (1) embodied simulations during repeated
exposure of verbal stimuli; (2) the facial expression of
emotions, in particular happiness and anger, and affect
processing, and (3) facial expression, specifically different
types of smile with specific predictions about how behavioral
and brain processes ground judgments of the meaning of
facial expression. The proposed collaborative research efforts
will combine a unique set of complementary expertise in the
respective research laboratories. Each investigative team has
already made significant contributions pertinent to the field of
embodiment. The Wuerzburg group was undoubtedly the
forerunner in this field at least a decade and a half before it
even emerged, with a set of studies that are absolute classics.
The Utrecht group has a unique reputation on language and
communication
along
with
recent
contributions
on
embodiment, language and emotions. The Clermont-Ferrand
group consists of the foremost emotion researchers
internationally. The combination of this top expertise in a
research field – embodiment - the common denominator to all
three provides this group with an unusual integration that is
expected to yield innovative theoretical and empirical
contributions to the literature.
Partners
Coordinator
ANR funding
Starting date
and duration
Reference
Cluster label

Laboratoire de Psychologie Sociale et Cognitive (LASPCO)
Université Blaise Pascal - Clemont II
Paula NIEDENTHAL – LASPCO
120 000 €
Avril 2011 – 36 mois
ANR-10-ORAR-010-01
-
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« Open Research Area for the Social Sciences in Europe »
programme
YEAR 2010

Project title
Abstract

EUIMPACTEAST - Exploring the role of the EUin
Domestic Change in the Post-Soviet States
What role does the European Union play in domestic change
in the post-Soviet states? This question has gained salience
since the EU has been stepped up its role in the region. The
EU approach centers on supporting these countries as they
seek to align themselves with the EU rules. In doing so, the
EU advocates „Europeanisation as modernisation‟ but without
a concurrent prospect for membership. By anchoring these
partners in its model of givernance, the EU is in fact helping
them in modernising their public institutions and policies,
regardless of their actual aspirations to EU membership.
More specifically, EU engagement in the post-Soviet states
provides an excellent opportunity to analyse the EU‟s
transformative power outside the context of enlargement,
especially as there is little understanding in the literature of
partner countries‟ preferences or of their actual degree of
convergence with the acquis. This is surprising as the
preference of post-Soviet states do matter given that there is
considerable uncertainty about the ENP process and finalité.
Building on applicants‟ previous field research in the region,
the project proposes to examine the domestic process and
outcomes of convergence with the EU rules in four postSoviet states: Moldova, Ukraine, Azerbaijan and Georgia. The
project seeks not only to generate much needed empirical
data on the degree of convergence but also to contribute to a
wider scholarly debate on the mechanisms underlying EU‟s
influence on non-member states and the outcomes of such
influence. Given the paucity of systematic and comparative
field research on the post-Soviet states, the results of the
project are likely to be of interest not just to academics but
also a wider non-academic audience, e.g. French, British and
EU policy-makers. The project's overall objective is to assess
the impact of EU policies against the background of partner
countries' domestic structures and policy prefereces; and the
influence of other external players. The project specifically
seeks to identify the extent to which the EU convergence
process has impacted on anti-corruption measures, state aid,
visa facilitation/liberalisation; energy. Therefore, the study
will draw on the conceptual „toolbox‟ developed to study
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accession but will be thoroughly scrutinised to ensure that all
explanatory factors accounting for the degree of convergence
with the EU are taken into account. The project rests on the
methodological premise that theory and data are
interdependent. Only empirical examination can generate a
nuanced understanding of complex forces at work and
therefore explain domestic effects of external influences.
Following these premises, the project will be organised
around three stages. The first sequence will involve an indepth examination of partner countries‟ convergence with the
EU norms in the selected issue areas (ideographic approach).
Data thus generated will then be systematised around key
analytical categories in a second stage (nomothetic
approach). Conceptual conclusions on the drivers of changes
in the post-Soviet area will be drawn in phase 3.
Partners
Coordinator
ANR funding
Starting date
and duration
Reference
Cluster label

Institut de relations internationales et stratégiques (IRIS)
Laure DELCOUR - IRIS
80 000 €
Mars 2011 – 30 mois
ANR-10-ORAR-014
-
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« Open Research Area for the Social Sciences in Europe »
programme
YEAR 2010

Project title
Abstract

EU-ParlWatch - National Parliaments after the Lisbon
Treaty : Domestic Watchdogs or Autonomous Players ?
The role of national parliaments in European integration is a
topical issue in current political and academic debates. The
Treaty of Lisbon significantly expands the influence of national
parliaments in EU policy-making. To this end, the new treaty
has introduced “Provisions on Democratic Principles”
stipulating that “national parliaments contribute actively to
the good functioning of the Union” (Article 12 TEU). These
expanded participation rights give reason to assume that
national parliaments have the potential not only to be
attentive domestic watchdogs regarding their governments‟
actions in „Brussels‟, but also to develop into more
autonomous players – either individually or jointly – at the EU
level, potentially bypassing or even acting against the interest
of their national governments. Very little research has been
done on the question of how institutional reforms and legal
stipulations actually impact on the role of national parliaments
in EU affairs in any substantive way. This proposed project
addresses this gap and for the first time gathers
comprehensive data on parliamentary involvement in EU
affairs across all 27 Member States. It will carry out in-depth
research on four specific issues: 1) parliamentary scrutiny of
EU legislative processes, 2) parliamentary involvement in
non-legislative EU policy processes, 3) parliamentary activity
beyond the domestic arena (inter-parliamentary co-operation
and contacts to EU institutions) and 4) the parliamentary
infrastructure in EU affairs (role of parliamentary
administrations, recruitment and socialisation). The project
will analyse the strategies at the disposal of national
parliaments to influence EU policy, the factors influencing
strategy choice and their effectiveness. These empirical
insights can in turn feed into the more normative and very
topical debate on the status of national parliaments in the
quest of overcoming problems of democratic legitimacy within
the EU system of governance. The project will therefore
contribute to a better understanding of what national
parliaments actually do in EU affairs and how this affects the
conduct and democratic quality of decision-making in the
European Union. Results will be of high relevance for a
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number of audiences. They address the academic debate, in
particular in the fields of comparative legislative studies and
European politics. Moreover, results will be made publicly
accessible in form of a web-based portal for systematic
information concerning activities of national parliaments,
organised by member state. Citizens will thus have greater
access to the actions of their national parliaments in EU
affairs. Finally, the project addresses policy-makers, in
particular members of national parliaments (and their
administrators) to provide insights into how to make most
effective use the provisions introduced by the Treaty of
Lisbon.
Partners
Coordinator
ANR funding
Starting date
and duration
Reference
Cluster label

Fondation Nationale des Sciences Politiques (FNSP)
Olivier ROZENBERG - FNSP
260 000 €
Juin 2011 – 36 mois
ANR-10-ORAR-003
-
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« Open Research Area for the Social Sciences in Europe »
programme
YEAR 2010

Project title
Abstract

GETPIMA - Grounding Early Time Perception in Motor
Activity
The goal of this project is to investigate the role of
embodiment – specifically, infant motor activity – in the early
development of time perception. Typically, adults from all
cultures and backgrounds can accurately anticipate shortterm events, can catch objects thrown to them, and can
perform the enormous range of human activities that require
timing. This universality may seem to imply that the sense of
time does not rely on learning, a position implicitly taken by
the well-known pacemaker-accumulator models and multipleoscillator/coincidence-detection models of time perception.
But there are problems with these models, among them, the
problem of resetting the system for every event for which a
time judgment might later be required. Recently, the reset
problem has been avoided by suggesting that time perception
depends on memory-trace decay. We will propose a novel
memory-trace model of the early development time
perception in which learning and coordinated motor activity in
infancy play a key role. This hypothesis is explored through a
combination of behavioral studies of infant time keeping and
computational modeling. Specifically, the aims of the projects
are to: • develop a novel memory-based computational model
of time-perception • explore the developmental trajectory
and implications of this model for understanding emerging
time perception • verify empirically the key hypothesis of the
model – i.e., that time-perception in infants is learned
behavior driven by coordinated motor activity • explore the
relation between infant motor activity and infant timing
accuracy. • develop more advanced statistical methods to
analyze infant EMG data, thus facilitating the use of EMGs in
future developmental studies
Empirical work : Each of four
research streams will explore a facet of how motor-activity
manipulations affect infants‟ time perception. The infant
experiments will use a “missed-beat” time-assessment
methodology where a highly salient auditory-visual stimulus
appears then disappears. This will be repeated at fixed
intervals and will be skipped every nth interval. Infants‟
responses to the missed event will be the measure of their
anticipation of that event – and, therefore, of their encoding
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of the inter-stimulus interval. Advanced EMG data analysis
We will measure anticipative postural adjustment EMG
signals, which appear before the onset of visible arm
movements, thus giving a better and more objective
assessment of movement onset responses than with
movement observation. However, infant EMGs tend to be
noisy, which will require developing novel techniques to
analyze the data. Discriminating the EMG time series for
infant groups with regularly timed stimuli from those with
randomly timed stimuli implies that the former group
perceived the time-intervals. Computational modeling:
Underlying our computational model is an unexpected
observation: that the distributions of neurons in the cortex, of
time-perception errors and of motor-activity errors are all
scale-free (i.e., at all scales of observation, there is the same
distribution of items, errors, etc.). We will design a learningand memory-based computational model of infant time
perception based on scale-free neuronal organization, use
(simulated) motor-activity to calibrate it, and test it
empirically. We believe it will reproduce a number of
standard, empirically observed time-perception markers in
infants.
Partners

Coordinator
ANR funding
Starting date
and duration
Reference
Cluster label

Laboratoire
d'Etudes
de
l'Apprentisssage
et
du
Développement (LEAD)
CNRS - Centre Est
INSERM - Laboratoire de Motricité et Plasticité (INSERM
U887)
Université de Bourgogne
Robert FRENCH - LEAD
179 999 €
Juin 2011 – 36 mois
ANR-10-ORAR-006
-

9

« Open Research Area for the Social Sciences in Europe »
programme
YEAR 2010

Project title

GOGOLD - Going for gold? The intangible effects of the
Olympic Games in London, Paris and Berlin

Abstract

In its evaluation of the 2012 Olympic bids, The International
Olympic Committee (IOC) attributed London‟s success to its
focus on urban regeneration and on the sporting legacy
provided to generations of young people (IOC, 2005). These
benefits may be captured in part by the tangible economic
benefits of the Games. Yet, as the IOC‟s comments suggest,
there are potentially important intangible benefits from the
Games that show up in an individual‟s well-being but that do
not have a market price. We will use established longitudinal
datasets from the UK, France and Germany to show how
health and well-being change over the period 2011-2013. We
will also generate primary longitudinal data on how health
and well-being change in London, Paris and Berlin over the
period 2011-2013. We will build on existing measures of
subjective well-being to capture the key components of the
experiences (thoughts and feelings) and evaluations (episodic
and global) of life. We will therefore provide a more
comprehensive account of the intangible effects of a major
event and contribute further to the science of wellbeing
measurement.

Partners

Paris-Jourdan Sciences Economiquees (PSE)
CNRS - Délégation Paris A

Coordinator
ANR funding
Starting date
and duration
Reference
Cluster label

Andrew CLARK - PSE
289 999 €
Avril 2011 – 36 mois
ANR-10-ORAR-013
-
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« Open Research Area for the Social Sciences in Europe »
programme
YEAR 2010

Project title
Abstract

MDET - Mapping the dynamics of emerging technologies
This proposal aims to deepen our understanding of how new
technologies emerge. To do so, we investigate the knowledge
communities formed during the process of technology
creation, and their institutions, visions and expectations.
Understanding these communities is important because they
are the main structures through which scientific knowledge is
generated, integrated and transformed into practical
outcomes. Their importance is increasing as public policy
emphasises innovation-driven growth, and the translation of
scientific research into commercially disruptive technologies.
Technologies are developed in distributed networks that align
and misalign to varying degrees. In the case of emergent
fields, desirable technological developments are often
hindered as a result of this lack of alignment because there is
much uncertainty and researchers or industrialists do not fully
understand or agree on the potentials or downsides of the
technologies. Hence there is a role for public policy for
supporting the coordination of the networks. However,
currently there is no methodology for examining these
emerging knowledge communities across various dimensions.
This project aims to fill this evidence gap and map how these
networks develop, align and misalign, to understand: 1) How
do epistemic communities come into being? 2) What are the
mechanisms
underlying
the
process
of
community
integration? 3) How can the development of communities be
effectively managed and influenced by public policy? To
answer these questions, we will build on a large body of
previous work to construct a theoretical and methodological
framework for mapping community integration. For this, we
combine quantitative methods for analysing social and
cognitive networks using publication data, with novel mixed
qualitative-quantitative approaches to capture institutional
developments and the visions, values and shared
expectations of the researchers. These techniques will allow
us to better understand the co-evolution of knowledge and
communities and how they are influenced by institutions and
visions. The investigation will carry out a total of six case
studies of emerging technological fields with potential
widespread societal applications, such as „nanocrystals for
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photovoltaics‟,
„lab-on-a-chip
for
diagnostics‟
or
„asynchronous logic in chip design‟. These fields have been
chosen for their social relevance, and their relative spread
across sciences and industrial sectors, thus allowing for
comparisons. They are also exemplary cases of a shift
towards more hybrid, socially robust forms knowledge
production. The project aims to make three academic
contributions. First, it aims to provide new empirical evidence
on the ongoing debate on the shift in knowledge production
according to which science and technology are becoming
more embedded in social contexts than they were in the
immediate postwar period. Second, we aim to reveal in a
systematic way the role that institutions, visions and
expectations play in the emergence of technologies. Third,
with the evidence acquired, we aim to investigate the
portfolio of policy instruments that may be appropriate for
supporting (specific) emerging technologies. Since this last
element has strong practical implications for non-academics,
an important part of the project will be devoted to discuss the
results and tools developed in the study with research
managers and policy makers.
Partners
Coordinator
ANR funding
Starting date
and duration
Reference
Cluster label

Laboratoire Techniques Territoires Société (LATTS)
Université Paris-Est Marne-La-Vallée
Philippe LAREDO - LATTS
229 998 €
Juillet 2011 – 30 mois
ANR-10-ORAR-007
-
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« Open Research Area for the Social Sciences in Europe »
programme
YEAR 2010

Project title

Abstract

MEREAF - Memorials and remains of medical research in
Africa An anthropology of scientific landscapes, ruins and
artefacts
This project explores the ways in which biomedical research
generates memory and how its past practices are
remembered, memorialized, commemorated, erased and lived
with in African institutions, populations and landscapes.
Combining archival and ethnographic methods, we focus on
the material forms and practices of remembering (and
forgetting) medical research around three medical research
stations in Sub-Saharan Africa. Located in formerly French,
German and British colonies, the sites of Ayos (Cameroon),
Muheza/Amani (Tanzania) and Niakhar (Senegal) share long
histories of medical research that link up distant and
proximate pasts of glory, dilapidation, rehabilitation and hope.
We open these sites to inquiry in three methodological
strands. The first, Ruination & Renovation treats the
materialisations of research within these sites as archives;
that is, as repositories of memory about the succession,
coexistence and collision of past scientific practices and
processes. The second, Living Memory & Amnesia explores
how the materials of past research are inhabited and
described, as well as ignored and omitted, by research(ed)
communities. In the third, Memory Work, we turn to the
deliberate creation, collection, ordering and preservation of
materials for remembering past research. By investigating the
built, archived, inhabited and recounted pasts of medical
research in these sites, we will excavate the political and
material histories of these field laboratories; ascertain the
affective resonance of their past purposes in their present
form; and describe how remembering and forgetting are
woven into the social texture of their everyday life. In
drawing insights across these cases, we aim to shed light on
how international public health practices have evolved in
response to colonial, developmental and neoliberal visions of
Africa and the ways in which landscapes, bodies, personal
memories and institutions in Africa have been differently
inscribed by the trajectories of medical science. This
collaborative enterprise thus seeks to enrich comparative
imperial and post-colonial history, sociological understandings
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of science, the anthropology of African modernities, and
international medical research ethics.
Partners

Coordinator
ANR funding
Starting date
and duration
Reference
Cluster label

Laboratoire de Philosophie et d'Histoire des
(SPHERE)
Université Paris Diderot Paris 7
UMR 145 VIH/SIDA et Maladies Associées (CRCF)
Institut de Recherche pour le Développement
Guillaume LACHENAL - SPHERE

199 999 €
Juillet 2011 – 36 mois
ANR-10-ORAR-011
-
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Sciences

« Open Research Area for the Social Sciences in Europe »
programme
YEAR 2010

Project title

Abstract

NESSHI- - The ‘Neuro-turn’ in European Social Sciences
and Humanities: Impacts of neurosciences on economics,
marketing and philosophy
Social sciences and the humanities (SSH) are transformed by
the rapid multiplication of new neuro-fields: neuroeconomics,
neuromarketing, neurophilosophy. This neuroscientific turn in
SSH has generated hope, hype and even a degree of fear
among scientists and in the wider society. Yet, it is not yet
known how this transformation actually will shape the future
of the social sciences and humanities. This ORA project is the
first sociological investigation of this "neuro-turn" in SSH, and
its subsequent impact on society.
Decision neurosciences,
concerned with the elucidation of how humans make their
choices, are changing the practices of SSH. Since a decade,
researchers in marketing have performed experiments in
partnership with neuroimaging teams from the hospitals
affiliated to their business schools, while classic debates in
the philosophy of mind are now discussed with references to
the latest neurophysiological results published in Nature or
Science. Recently, economists have started considering the
possibility to implement neuroeconomic policies. In each of
these disciplines, the practices of the researchers have
evolved markedly. New technologies, new standards of proof,
new legitimate sources of scientific literature have emerged,
adding up to or displacing traditional practices. Inevitably,
this transformation has had an impact on the role of SSH in
society, through the creation of new industries, policies,
regulations, and cultural representations. The common
element in all applications of neuroscience in the social
sciences and humanities is the, often implicit, redefinition of
what "autonomy" means at the individual, institutional, and
societal level. This will have deep impacts on the social and
legal fabric of society, and these effects may already become
clear in the next decade. A thorough understanding of these
transformations is therefore quite urgent. Our sociological
investigation will cover the three essential angles of this
transformation: Component a: Overview. What is the scope
of the "neuro-turn" in SSH? Using techniques from
scientometrics, we will provide the first map of the
interrelations between decision neuroscience and SSH, as
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represented by the evolving patterns of citation and coauthorship at the fluctuating border between these two broad
fields. Component b: Empirical investigation of the new
practices of "neuro-SSH". Neuromarketing, neuroeconomics
and neurophilosophy will be studied with field work
(ethnographies and programs of in-depth interviews, in the
line of laboratory studies) to achieve the first close-up
sociological study of how academics in SSH modify their
practices
in
contact
with
decision
neurosciences.
Component c: Social impact. For each of the three disciplines
in "neuro-SSH" studied in component b), this project will
analyse their modified imprint on society, according to the
methodological framework which considers that SSH have a
performative action on their subject-matter. To realize this
ambitious program, we have assembled a team of researchers
experienced both in the social studies of science and in
neuromarketing, neuroeconomics and neurophilosophy. The
results of the project will be valuable to the researchers of the
fields under study, to the neuroscientists who disseminate
their results in SSH, and to the public anxious about the
practical impact of decision neurosciences on their daily lives.
Partners
Coordinator
ANR funding
Starting date
and duration
Reference
Cluster label

Centre d'Epistemologie et d'Ergologie Comparatives (CEPERC)
CNRS - Délégation Régionale Provence
Sacha BOURGEOIS-GIRONDE - CEPERC
210 000 €
Juin 2011 – 36 mois
ANR-10-ORAR-012
-
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« Open Research Area for the Social Sciences in Europe »
programme
YEAR 2010

Project title
Abstract

NUTRITION - Developing Robust Methods for Evaluating
Policies in the Markets for Food and Nutrition
Diet-related diseases are on the rise in most Western
countries. There is growing evidence that children's health
and educational outcomes are related to diet, and that these
have lasting effects into adulthood. Poor quality and excess
consumption of food are believed to be among the most
important causes of the rise in these diet-related diseases.
Addressing these public health issues is a key policy concern.
Because of this there is increased interest from both
academics and policy makers in increasing the evidence base
for policy formation, and in understanding how policies are
likely to affect nutritional outcomes of individuals. The impact
of policy on diet will depend crucially on how consumers
adapt their food purchasing behaviour in response to the
policy, on how firms in turn respond in terms of the prices
they set and the foods they offer, and on how food purchased
is shared between individuals within households. There have
been important methodological advances in modelling these
behaviours, but the application of these to policy have relied
on several restrictive distributional assumptions, which are
known to heavily influence the results. Our aim is to develop
a better set of tools that allow us to relax some of these
restrictive assumptions, and that will help us to understand
better how potential policy interventions will affect consumer
and firm behaviours, and so to understand better the
subsequent impact on nutritional outcomes. The research
teams at IFS and Toulouse have different expertise, and an
aim of this project will be to forge closely links. We believe
this will lead directly to higher quality research, and that it
will be beneficial to both research teams in that we will share
experiences and skills, and it will help develop research
capacity in both institutions. The research will organised
around three closely inter-related projects: Project 1 will take
as its starting standard models of demand in oligopolist
markets and extend them by relaxing the restrictive
distributional assumptions that are commonly applied to allow
for rich and flexible heterogeneity in household preferences
and for firm's responses to potential policy reforms. Project 2
will extend existing methods that are used for identifying
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individual consumption from household level expenditure data
by bringing additional data to bear on the problem, and so
allowing for more heterogeneity along observable dimensions.
Project 3 will apply these structural models to the analysis of
policy in the area of food and nutrition. The policies we
consider will include those that provide consumers with more
information on the nutritional characteristics of specific foods,
policies that tax certain types of food or inputs to the food
manufacturing process, and policies that seek to regulate or
incentivise the firms that produce or retail foods to provide
healthier foods. The main output of these projects will be
academic papers that are aimed at publication in top
international journals. The research will also result in work
that is of direct policy interest, and will also be of interest to
the broad general public.
Partners

Coordinator
ANR funding
Starting date
and duration
Reference
Cluster label

Groupe de Recherche en Economie
Quantitative (GREMAQ)
CNRS - Délégation Midi-Pyrénées
Pierre DUBOIS - GREMAQ
159 999 €
Avril 2011 – 36 mois
ANR-10-ORAR-009
-
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Mathématique

et

« Open Research Area for the Social Sciences in Europe »
programme
YEAR 2010

Project title
Abstract

POLCHI - Governing 'New social risks'. The case of
recent child policies in European Welfare States
Children and parents have become a focal point of debates on
„new social risks‟ and „new public policies‟ in European welfare
states. Policymakers and experts, also those from UNICEF,
OECD and the EU, have converged in defining such risks,
engaged in mutual policy learning and outlined measures to
better safeguard children, activate their potential, promote
their well-being and ensure equal opportunities. At the same
time, we witness a new or renewed interventionist, also
„prevention‟-ist, policy stance towards children to tackle
earlier risks of exclusion and poor parenting. Parents are
expected to offer their children „grade A‟ parenting, yet are
increasingly suspected of falling short of meeting public
expectations. The boundaries between what has been seen as
„family‟ or „private‟ versus „public affairs‟ are being redrawn by
discourses and „evidence based‟ measures to fight childrenrelated risks.
The central research question is: do logics
and practices of child-centred policies converge or diverge in
France, Germany, the Netherlands, UK and Sweden given on
the one hand their historically different family and
institutional systems and on the other hand their increasing
tendency to import programmes from abroad and the
international consensus on what are „good‟ policies for
children and parents? While debates on „new risks‟ and the
„need for child-centred social investment strategies‟ have
converged, policy responses to the new challenges have so
far varied across countries. Such variations, it is
hypothesised, result from path-dependent institutional
settings, public „sentiments‟ and policy „cultures‟. They require
further elaboration, if mutual learning of what works in
securing children‟s and families‟ well-being is to be
encouraged. ORA offers the unrivalled opportunity to study
policies for children in countries which represent different
„worlds of family policy‟: France, Germany, the Netherlands
and the UK. The study will also be informed by the Swedish
experience, thereby including a case classified as a
„forerunner‟ of children‟s rights and investment in children.
We are interested in comparing variations of ideas about
children‟s proper status in society („private‟ versus „public‟
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children), „good‟ parenting, experts‟ political influence, and
different forms and timing of policy change. Research
objectives are: (1) to identify and offer a taxonomy of recent
child-related intervention programmes, drawing out their
underlying ideas, and their proponents in the countries under
investigation; (2) to explain and specify the driving forces and
timing of „new‟ policies; (3) to elaborate how intervention and
prevention programmes have been implemented and
transformed by everyday practices (evaluation); and (4) to
identify processes of policy learning across countries.
Research in each country is based on a combination of
methods and a variety of data: historical accounts of
(evidence based) intervention and prevention programs in
each country; interviews with (micro- and meso-level) key
actors involved in agenda setting, programme design,
implementation and evaluation; survey data on changing
attitudes towards family life, parenting, the role of the state,
also on feelings of (in)security; analyses of policy documents.
Partners
Coordinator
ANR funding
Starting date
and duration
Reference
Cluster label

Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Santé Publique (EHESP)
Claude MARTIN - EHESP
169 998 €
Mai 2011 – 36 mois
ANR-10-ORAR-005
-

20

« Open Research Area for the Social Sciences in Europe »
programme
YEAR 2010

Project title
Abstract

PRAM - Probabilistic approach to assessing
macroeconomic uncertainties
The general aim of the project, which is the joint initiative
between the UK and French researchers, is to develop and
apply new methods which will be used for the evaluation of
uncertainties
associated
with
forecasting
of
main
macroeconomic,
mostly
monetary,
indicators.
By
uncertainties we understand the probabilities that the
macroeconomic characteristics like inflation, interest and
exchange rates will reach extreme values, indicating deflation
of very high inflation, drastic devaluation or revaluation and
radical changes in interest rates. The methodological
stimulation of the project has been provided by recent
development of a new class of probability distributions, the
so-called tempered stable distributions. We propose that the
macroeconomic uncertainties should be modelled by these
distributions which fit better to data than the traditionally
used normal (or related) distributions. Such novel approach
enables improving on the degree of accuracy in calculation
probabilities of realisation of events like drastic devaluations,
occurrences of high inflation or deflation and hitting monetary
targets. More specifically, this approach will be applied for
constructing forecasts, prediction of turning points and
assessing risks related to monetary policies. Regarding
forecasting, the emphasis is not on the extrapolation of actual
tendencies but rather on deviations from such tendencies.
The objectives also shares roots with some financial risk
management theories used in finance, especially for
modelling of option pricing. However, the methods and
techniques will be developed in different direction, by
concentrating on changes in parameters over time, mutual
dependencies
and
mixing
different
types
of
distributions.Specific objectives of the project concern the
development and application of new methods which use the
tempered stable distributions in:
Static analysis (Objective
1): The assumption here is that the uncertainties are not
changing over time. Works will initially concentrate on the
methodological problems of the quantification of uncertainty,
progressing to the analysis of characteristics of such
uncertainties and developing new methods of estimation and

21

hypothesis testing. The empirical part will consist of the
analysis of such uncertainties in world inflation and exchange
rates between major currencies. Dynamic analysis (Objective
2): Within this objective we analyse the ex-post time
dependencies in dynamic models constructed on the basis of
the methods researched within Objective 1. More specifically
the approach of analysis of univariate time series under the
assumption
of
time
dependence
and
incorporating
distributions of uncertainties will be proposed here and
applied to modelling inflationary, interest and exchange rates
processes. Multivariate analysis (Objective 3): Here we
generalise the methods developed within Objective 1 in such
a way that they could be used for the analysis of uncertainties
jointly for a number of periods. These methods will be applied
for constructing methodologically innovative probabilistic
forecasts of inflation in OECD countries, deviations from
target (or equilibrium) interest rates and forecasting of
turning points
and continuations of tendencies
in
macroeconomic development. The project will lead to
publications of papers in academic journals, development of
software which could be used for teaching and further
research and delivering fully elaborated methods and
computational algorithms to end users (banks and
government bodies).
Partners

Coordinator
ANR funding
Starting date
and duration
Reference
Cluster label

Economie Quantitative, Intégration, Politiques Publiques et
Econométrie (EQUIPPE)
Université Lille 3
Christian FRANCQ - EQUIPPE
39 915 €
Janvier 2011 – 36 mois
ANR-10-ORAR-008
-
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Project title

Abstract

T-RES - Territories and technologies in an unstable
knowledge economy: an evolutionary framework of
regional resilience
This project aims to develop theoretical and empirical
researches on the critical determinants of regional resilience,
and to produce some renewed policy implications for the
European knowledge economy. Contemporary economic
systems are featured by a high rate of technological cycles
and an increasing range of demand-driven innovations. As a
result, new business and consumer paradigms have emerged
around
eco-innovation,
biotechnology,
photonics
and
embedded systems for mobility and transport. At the same
time, contemporary economic systems are characterized by a
high level of internationalisation, chronic macro-economic
instability and an increasing awareness of environmental
challenges, so that regions that succeed in developing these
emerging technological fields expect to be more successful in
benefiting from new opportunities for growth through
resilience. The project deals with these trends by developing
an evolutionary framework of regional resilience that facilitate
understanding of how markets, technologies and territories
co-evolve in a highly open and unstable economic
environment. This project is proposed by leading research
centres of expertise from the four countries of the ORA call
for proposal, each of which has considerable past experience
of collaborative research within the fields of Economic
Geography, the Knowledge Economy and cluster policies. The
research program will focus on the identification of the
relevant conditions of regional resilience. Technological
variety, knowledge recombination and evolving territorial
networks will be at the heart of this identification process. In
particular, a key research question is whether growth through
„related variety‟ is preferable for reasons of diversity and
inter-sectoral innovation opportunities, than that based upon
„specialisation‟ in specific high-demand technologies. From an
evolutionary perspective, new branching processes and
knowledge relatedness depend upon the ability of knowledge
networks to evolve and avoid lock-in effects. The structural
properties of networks will be studied in order to show that
some of them favour related variety and the emergence of
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new technological fields, as well as some organizations and
governance structures play a specific role in regional
resilience. This framework will be tested through quantitative
and qualitative empirical assessments. Using social network
analysis and econometric models, quantitative assessments
on technological relatedness at the European level will allow
us to identify resilient regions in the above-mentioned
emerging technological fields. Some of these leading places
will be investigated through a qualitative assessment based
on detailed biographies of the knowledge dynamics at work in
the selected territories.
Partners

Coordinator
ANR funding
Starting date
and duration
Reference
Cluster label

Laboratoire d'Etudes et de Recherches sur l'Economie, les
Politiques et les Systèmes Sociaux (LEREPS)
Université Toulouse 1 Capitole
Groupe de Recherche en Economie Théorique et Appliquée
(GREThA)
Université Montesquieu : Bordeaux IV
Jerome VICENTE - LEREPS
219 999 €
Avril 2011 – 36 mois
ANR-10-ORAR-004
Aerospace Valley
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YEAR 2010

Project title

VILLA - Varieties of Initial Learners in Language
Acquisition : Controlled class-room input and elementary
forms of linguistic organisation

Abstract

The project will investigate the very first phases of foreign
language acquisition under controlled input conditions. Total
beginners (with four different native languages: Dutch,
English, French, German) will be exposed to 20 hours of
controlled input in a new language (Polish). The language
input will be structured in such a way as to allow the testing
of students in different linguistic areas, will be held constant
under relatively natural and interactive exposure conditions,
and will be recorded and transcribed for detailed analysis.
The learners' performance will be investigated over time in
different areas of language (perception, comprehension,
grammatical analysis and production) in order to find out
more about the most elementary forms of linguistic
organisation resulting from their treatment of the input.
Empirical investigations will cover phonology, lexicon,
morpho-syntax and pragmatics of the developing initial
learner varieties. In the "Basic Input" condition, students will
be adults and the Polish instructor will adopt a communicative
approach without providing the students with metainformation on the structure of the new language. Two
additional variables will be tested in the "Explicit Input"
condition (approach with explicit information on form) and the
"Child Learner" condition (10-year old children). This project
proposes to begin bridging the gap between language
acquisition and pedagogy by attempting to better understand
the processes underlying second language acquisition in the
classroom in order to work out, in a second step and in
collaboration with experts in language pedagogy, how these
processes can best be enhanced by language teaching.

Partners

Structures Formelles du Langage (SFL)
CNRS - Delegation regionale Paris A

Coordinator
ANR funding

Marzena WATOREK - SFL
190 000 €
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Starting date
and duration
Reference
Cluster label

Juillet 2011 – 36 mois
ANR-10-ORAR-002
-
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